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* Monique Wittig

The Straight Mind

In recent years in Paris, language as a phenomenon has dominated modern theoretical
systems and the social sciences, and has entered the political discussions of the lesbian
and women’s liberation movements. This is because it relates to an important political
field where what is at play is power, or more than that, a network of powers, since there
is a multiplicity of languages which constantly act upon the social reality. The impor-
tance of language as such as a political stake has only recently been perceived.! But the
gigantic development of linguistics, the multiplication of schools of linguistics, the ad-
vent of the sciences of communication, and the technicality of the metalanguages that
these sciences utilize, represent the symptoms of the importance of that political stake.
The science of language has invaded other sciences, such as anthropology through Lévi-
Strauss, psychoanalysis through Lacan, and all the disciplines which have developed
from the basis of structuralism.

The early semiology of Roland Barthes nearly escaped from linguistic domination to ’ !'
become a political analysis of the different systems of signs, to establish a relationship
between this or that system of signs—for example, the myths of the petit bourgeois
class—and the class struggle within capitalism that this system tends to conceal. We were
almost saved, for political semiology is a weapon (a method) that we need to analyze
what is called ideology. But the miracle did not last. Rather than introducing into semi-
ology concepts which are foreign to it—in this case Marxist concepts—Barthes quickly i
stated that semiology was only a branch of linguistics and that language was its only
object.

Thus, the entire world is only a great register where the most diverse languages 1

come, to have themselves recorded, such as the language of the Unconscious, ? the

language of fashion, the language of the exchange of women where human beings are
literally the signs which are used to communicate. These languages, or rather these dis-
courses, fit into one another, interpenctrate one another, support one another, reinforce
one another, auto-engender, and engender one another. Linguistics engenders semiol-
ogy and structural linguistics, structural linguistics engenders structuralism which
engenders the Structural Unconscious. The ensemble of these discourses produces a
confusing static for the oppressed, which makes them lose sight of the material cause
of their oppression and plunges them into a kind of ahistoric vacuum. f
For they produce a scientific reading of the social reality in which human beings are
given as invariants, untouched by history and unworked by class conflicts, with a psy-
che identical for each one of them because genetically programmed. This psyche,

The Straight Mind « 51







