HMXP102H-001 Human Experience: Who Am I?       

Fall 2012, Owen 209, TR 2:00 – 3:15; Call #11851
	Jeff Sinn, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Psychology    

Kinard 132,  phone: 323-2638    fax: 2371

email:  sinnj@w...   ;  faculty.winthrop.edu/sinnj/
Cell:  _________________  (ask for in class)
	Office Hours:

Monday: 2:00-4:00;  Thur: 10:45 -12:15

Tues/Thur:  3:15-4:00

-- Other times by appoint. 


Overview

We designed this general education course with the specific intent of helping you join the learning community of Winthrop University.  More than anything else, we will engage you with questions about who you are, and ask how a learning community can help you define your own identity.  Among other things, we’ll be trying to unearth and reflect on various assumptions that guide our activities in a learning community.  

A class based on student engagement can’t work without YOU!  As a professor, I’ll try to model the process of active engagement.  The ideas we’ll consider are deep and wide ranging, so I will be less of an expert than a guide.  I hope that together we create a learning experience that transforms your understanding of what college is about.
Relation to Touchstone Program

Students take HMXP after completing WRIT 101 with a C- or better.  You must ultimately earn a C- or better in HMXP to graduate, and to take the next course in the sequence, CRTW 201. 

In HMXP 102, you will encounter life-changing ideas about identity, engage scholarly texts individually and collectively, and hone thinking through integrative, thesis-focused writing.  As such, HMXP addresses several goals of our Touchstone Program of general education. 
Goal One:
To communicate clearly and effectively in standard English

Goal Three: 
To use critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and a variety of research methods

Goal Four: 
To recognize and appreciate human diversity (both past and present) as well as the diversity of ideas, institutions, philosophies, moral codes, and ethical principles

Goal Six: 
To understand aesthetic values, the creative process, and the interconnectedness of the literary, visual, and performing arts throughout the history of civilization

Goal Seven: 
To examine values, attitudes, beliefs, and habits which define the nature and quality of life

Student Learning Outcomes in HMXP 102

1. Students will be engaged as active learners.  As they treat the “self” as the subject of study, students will consider how various perspectives and bodies of thought bear on their own identities.  They will “try on” different lenses for understanding the self and their own identities.  They will engage in this study at a personal level and reflect on how they can use their college experience to grow and develop.   

2. Students will develop dialogue skills – reading, reflecting, discussing, and writing – for their full participation in a variety of communities, especially the university community.  By engaging in reflective, critical thought and informed discussion on a question of central importance, such as the nature of the self, students will learn to value multiple perspectives on issues.  They will witness and appreciate how, as members of a learning community, we benefit from drawing upon various perspectives and learning from each other.  

3. Students will understand that knowledge is constructed, arising from a variety of perspectives.  By examining various methods of understanding and notions of the self, students will come to understand how any given perspective both reveals and conceals.  Students will see how foundational assumptions within a given perspective both enhance and limit the value of that perspective.  Students will see knowledge as arising from particular points of view within various communities rather than as autonomous chunks of objective information.

4. Students will understand the self as both isolated and connected.  Students will consider and reflect on notions of the self that include individual and communal definitions.  They will be challenged to articulate perspectives on the self that range from the isolated organism to the self as constructed within various communities.  The commonalities among various selves and the unique characteristics of each self comprise a major theme of the course, and students will develop and demonstrate understanding of the origins, strengths, and limitations of each perspective. 

5. Students will recognize and appreciate a diversity of viewpoints. By considering a variety of perspectives in a supportive yet critically astute learning community, students will develop greater capacity for tolerance and respect.

Texts & Supplies

· Main text:  Winthrop University. The Human Experience: Who Am I?  8th ed. Littleton, MA:  Tapestry Press. 2012. Print  (You will need your own copy in class everyday.)  ( Secondary text:  Quinn, Daniel (1992) )Ishmael:  An Adventure of Mind & Spirit.  New York:  Bantam.  ( Style manual:  Harris, Muriel.  Prentice Hall Reference Guide:  Second Custom Edition for Winthrop University.  Revised.   New York:  Pearson Custom Publishing.  2009.  Print. ( 3-ring binder:  I suggest keeping all your notes and hand-outs organized chronologically in a 3-ring binder.  This works much better than a spiral notebook.  

Grading overview

Your grade will be built on the components listed below, and I’ll assign letter grades in standard fashion (A: 90%+, B: 80%+, etc.).  You can talk with me about your grade at any time, and I will do my best to help you devise a strategy for getting the best possible grade you can.  I really want you to do well and enjoy the course.
	
	Perc. of Grd
	
	Grading Scale

	Engagement
	20%
	
	A
	94-100

	Pop Quizzes
	15%
	
	A-
	90-93

	Paper #1
	15%
	
	B+
	87-89

	Paper #2
	15%
	
	B
	84-86

	Paper #3
	20%
	
	B-
	80-83

	Comp. Final
	15%
	
	C+
	77-79

	Total    
	100%
	
	C
	74-76

	
	
	
	C-
	70-73

	
	
	
	D+
	67-69

	
	
	
	D
	64-66

	
	
	
	D-
	60-63

	
	
	
	F
	59 or less


Engagement

Throughout the course I will assess your level of preparation for class and your contribution to the learning environment of the class.  Some of this assessment will be formal, as when you participate in Socratic Seminars, but in general I’ll be forming my opinion with everything we do.  I’ll assess numerous things, such as…

· Can you answer questions about the current readings, and integrate the material with previous classes?

· Do you have written notes on your reading assignment?

· Do you ask good questions?  Do your listen carefully to your peers?

· Do you demonstrate intellectual curiosity?

· Do you arrive everyday, on time, and with a positive attitude? (Missing class even once makes a strong statement.)

· Do you participate constructively in small-group projects, discussions, & activities?
· Note:  Attendance is the foundation of engagement, and is thus weighted heavily.  The expectation is that you will never miss class (barring serious illness or a family emergency).  Missing 25% or more of class time results in automatic F.  
Papers 

You will write three papers during the semester.  I will gladly read multiple drafts of each paper and give you comments.  Most students find this very helpful, so start work early and you’ll have enough time to get my input.  Any paper placed under my office door will be returned within 48 weekday hours, or sooner. (If you get me something Friday, you’ll have it back Tuesday).  If you are unhappy with your grade, you can submit a rewrite of the paper, and your final grade will be an average of the two grades. There is no rewrite option for the final paper.  You must you Turn-it-in for every paper assignment.  More on this later.  
Students often ask how to format references to the multiple selections from the reader.  You can consult MLA reference styles #9 and #15 in your style manual. Basically you can create one reference to give details on the reader and then as many other specific references to the reader as needed.  For example,   

Winthrop University. The Human Experience:  Who Am I?:  HMXP 102.  8th ed. Littleton, MA: Tapestry Press, 2012.  [Do this one just once.]
Orwell, George.  “Politics and the English Language.” 1946.  Human Experience 39-47. [Do as many of these as you need.]
Request for Leniency:  

If a situation beyond your control causes you to miss an opportunity to gain points in the class, you may request leniency (ie., you can ask me to cut you some slack).  Email a SHORT request within 1 week following this format.  (1) Date of the opportunity when you missed points (2) Type of activity/assignment missed (e.g., attendance points, a pop quiz, etc.) (3)  An explanation of why you missed the activity – just a sentence or two.  Please put Leniency request  HMXP in the subject field.  I will review these at the very end of the semester, considering your request in light of our overall effort during the semester.  I’m usually very generous with students who’ve demonstrated a solid commitment to the course.  
Winthrop Email 
I assume you check your Winthrop Email account everyday M-F.   If you’re not on the class listserve (e.g., you added late), subscribe at www.winthrop.edu/acc/classlist.htm . ( Also, when emailing me, please address it (e.g., Dr. Sinn, ), sign it (e.g., Thanks, Harry), and include your phone number.  
Students with Disabilities

If you have a disability requiring specific academic accommodations (e.g., note-taking), contact the Disabilities Office at 323-3290.  If you then obtain an official notice of accommodations, please inform me as soon as possible. 

Student Conduct

All Winthrop faculty expect personal and academic integrity from each other and from each student.  Academic misconduct will be addressed in accordance with the Student Conduct Code and the University Undergraduate Catalog.  Students will submit all major written assignments through Turnitin.  Any instance of plagiarism or academic dishonest can result in a grade of F for the entire course.  Please refer to the “use of borrowed information” section of your style manual for more guidance on how to avoid plagiarism when referencing other materials. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to check with other students for any important announcements you may have missed.    
Syllabus Change Policy

Changes to the syllabus may be made with a class announcement.  
Global Learning Initiative

The global learning components of this course include integration of the WU Common Book, Where are you wearing?, and readings on the following topics:  Conflicts between the developed and undeveloped world (Guha), love in China’s Cultural Revolution (Zhang Jie), the value of Patriotism vs. Cosmopolitanism (Nussbaum), the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and Islam (Armstrong). 
HMXP Entertainment Schedule 
Please bring your reader (and all past readings) to class everyday.  I expect you will have the text in front of you as we discuss it, and we may refer back to texts that we have read in the past.

	Date
	Metaphor
	Reading
	Paper Events

	Aug-21
	Education
	Values, Purpose of College, Where am I wearing (Common Book)
	

	Aug-23
	Education
	Plato’s Cave (1), Quinn– (Ishmael) Adventure (38),  Global Warming Lecture
	

	Aug-28
	Ecology
	Lakoff & Johnson - Metaphors (2), McKibben #1– End of Nature (HO) 43-65
	

	Aug-30
	Ecology
	McKibben #2:  End of Nature (HO) 65-84
	

	Sep-4
	Ecology
	Guha – One world or two (37), Naess – Simple Means (39)
	

	Sep-6
	Ecology
	Wilson: Planetary Killer (HO)
	1 Assign

	Sep-11
	Autonomous
	Descartes (HO); Emerson (13),  Dec of Ind (11)  &  Bill Rights (27)
	

	Sep-13
	Embedded
	Swing Dancing & Menkiti –Person & Community (26) [meet @ McBryde Hall]
	

	Sep-18
	Embedded
	Love – Zhang Jie (14)
	

	Sep-20
	Diversity/The Other
	Gettysburg Addr (HO) & MLK–Dream (43) & Swimme – Consumerism (23)
	

	Sep-25
	Diversity/The Other
	Myers-In/Out Group (15), Souls of Black Folk (16)
	[Tch Evals]

	Sep-27
	Diversity/The Other
	White Privilege (18) 
	

	Oct-2
	Diversity/The Other
	Feminism for Everyone (21), Declaration of Sentiments (HO)
	1 Due

	Oct-4
	Diversity/The Other
	Brokeback Mnt Critique (HO), Myers, Homosex. (HO)
	

	Oct-9
	Diversity/The Other
	Nussbaum – Patriotism (30), Universal Dec (28) 
	2 Assign

	Oct-11
	Sacred
	Winter  “But This I can Believe”(5)   
	

	Fall Break

	Oct-16
	Sacred
	Placher:  Is the Bible True? (HO), Morrow & Tyson – Religion & Spirituality (46)
	

	Oct-18
	Sacred
	Ehrman #1, Jesus, Interrupted:  1-41 (HO)
	

	Oct-23
	Sacred
	Ehrman #2, Jesus, Interrupted:  46-52; 70-83 (HO)
	

	Oct-25
	Sacred
	Tillich – Faith (41)
	

	Oct-30
	Sacred
	Armstrong – Islam (HO)
	

	Nov-1
	Sacred
	Ideology (HO)  
	2 Due

	Nov-6
	
	Election No Class
	

	Nov-8
	Evolution
	Ridley  - Human Nature (33)
	3 Assign

	Nov-13
	Ecology
	writing exercise
	

	Nov-15
	Ecology
	Ishmael (Separate Book), chapters 1-3 (Skim 1-23)   
	

	Nov-20
	Ecology
	Ishmael 4-6
	

	Nov-22
	
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	Nov-27
	Ecology
	Ishmael 7-End
	[Tch Evals]

	Nov-29
	Ecology
	Wrap up 
	3 Due

	Final
	3 pm, Thursday 12/6
	Final Exam 
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Your class ID is:





I really, really, really want you to do well in this class.  If you’re not doing as well as you’d like, seek me out and we’ll put together a plan for improvement.  If you don’t understand something get in touch with me immediately.  Above all, stay on top of the work and take advantage of my offer to review drafts.  It will help your grade tremendously.
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