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I. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology OverviewI. Ecological Psychology Overview

1.1. Psychology in contextPsychology in context

�� Rejects atomistic, reductive viewRejects atomistic, reductive view

�� Beyond goal of “adjustment”Beyond goal of “adjustment”

2.2. Response to ecological crisisResponse to ecological crisisResponse to ecological crisisResponse to ecological crisis

�� How psychology causes problemsHow psychology causes problems

�� How we might rethink psychologyHow we might rethink psychology

�� Applied (like clinical psychology)Applied (like clinical psychology)
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3.3. Embraces ecological thinkingEmbraces ecological thinking

1.1. Evolutionary perspectiveEvolutionary perspective

2.2. Historical perspectiveHistorical perspective

3.3. Moral sources Moral sources 

4.4. Identify limitations preventing syst. thinkingIdentify limitations preventing syst. thinking4.4. Identify limitations preventing syst. thinkingIdentify limitations preventing syst. thinking

1.1. Cognitive, perceptual, ideologicalCognitive, perceptual, ideological

5.5. See Mental as in/of nature (a bit deep…)See Mental as in/of nature (a bit deep…)

1.1. Mind as reflection of natureMind as reflection of nature

1.1. E.g., Human learning parallels natural selectionE.g., Human learning parallels natural selection

2.2. Mind as both cause and effect in worldMind as both cause and effect in world

1.1. EgEg. Mind . Mind �� Technology,  Technology Technology,  Technology �� MindMind

2.2. EgEg.  Language  .  Language  �� Mind,   Mind Mind,   Mind �� LanguageLanguage
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II. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary TheoryII. Evolutionary Theory

� Basics:

1. Common ancestry

2. Gradual growth in 

diversity and 

complexitycomplexity

3. Unity of life 
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SideSideSideSide----note : Why is evolution threatening to note : Why is evolution threatening to note : Why is evolution threatening to note : Why is evolution threatening to 

some of us?some of us?some of us?some of us?
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A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary A. What’s the value of evolutionary 

theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?theory in general?

1.1. Broader framework for locating mind & behaviorBroader framework for locating mind & behavior

�� “Best Idea Ever”“Best Idea Ever”

2.2. Stand outside oneself, see whole of lifeStand outside oneself, see whole of life

�� See mind as historical event (& morality)See mind as historical event (& morality)

�� Humans as aberration, sustainable?Humans as aberration, sustainable?�� Humans as aberration, sustainable?Humans as aberration, sustainable?

�� Greater moral accountability to other lifeGreater moral accountability to other life

3.3. Mind as preMind as pre--wired (no blank slate)wired (no blank slate)

4.4. Mind as fallible tool Mind as fallible tool –– biased, selectivebiased, selective

�� (Other “minds” possible)(Other “minds” possible)

5.5. Mind as tool shaped by reproductive successMind as tool shaped by reproductive success
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B. What’s the value of evolutionary B. What’s the value of evolutionary 

theory for sustainability?theory for sustainability?

1.1. Understand deeper drivers of consumptionUnderstand deeper drivers of consumption

�� Dominance/resource seekingDominance/resource seeking

�� Positional insecuritiesPositional insecurities

2.2. Fear of difference, inFear of difference, in--group biasgroup bias

3.3. Humility & reflection regarding “common sense”Humility & reflection regarding “common sense”3.3. Humility & reflection regarding “common sense”Humility & reflection regarding “common sense”

4.4. Better strategies for interventionBetter strategies for intervention

�� ExamplesExamples

1.1. Status driven consumptionStatus driven consumption

2.2. Mortality salienceMortality salience
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C. C. C. C. C. C. C. C. Bridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary PsychologyBridgeman: Evolutionary Psychology

1.1. Three parts of the engineThree parts of the engine

1.1. Variation (e.g., genetic differences)Variation (e.g., genetic differences)

2.2. Selection (different reproductive success)Selection (different reproductive success)

3.3. Inheritance (retention of selected traits)Inheritance (retention of selected traits)

•• Examples: Examples: 

•• Giraffes Giraffes 

•• Polar bearsPolar bears

•• DogsDogs

2.2. Myths: Survival of the Fittest, CompetitionMyths: Survival of the Fittest, Competition
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3.3. Culture and Biology interactCulture and Biology interact

1.1. Size of teeth and fireSize of teeth and fire

2.2. Maternal love and brain sizeMaternal love and brain size

4.4. Beyond the SSSM (Standard Social Science Model)Beyond the SSSM (Standard Social Science Model)

1.1. No tabula rasaNo tabula rasa1.1. No tabula rasaNo tabula rasa

2.2. Behavior preBehavior pre--wired, not purely malleablewired, not purely malleable

�� E.g., Why are men aggressive? Unwilling to share feelings?  E.g., Why are men aggressive? Unwilling to share feelings?  

Women better verbally?  More “emotional”?Women better verbally?  More “emotional”?

3.3. Beyond pure rationality (economics)Beyond pure rationality (economics)

4.4. Mind as trellis for cultureMind as trellis for culture
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5.5. Complex genetic Complex genetic –– environment interactionenvironment interaction

1.1. Lizard Lizard –– environment determines physical traits environment determines physical traits 

(not genes) (not genes) 

2.2. Retriever Retriever –– behavior determined by genes (not behavior determined by genes (not 

environment)environment)environment)environment)

6.6. Misuses of evolutionary psychMisuses of evolutionary psych

1.1. Scientific finding does not dictate moralityScientific finding does not dictate morality

2.2. Knowledge of preKnowledge of pre--wiring makes us more wiring makes us more 

responseresponse--able (not less)able (not less)
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D. Arguments for EvolutionD. Arguments for EvolutionD. Arguments for EvolutionD. Arguments for Evolution

� 1. Evolution Fits the Data

1. Both theory & fact

2. Like evidence for 

� Elliptical path of planets

� Spherical Earth

� Solar system 

3. Evidence vast & 

overwhelming
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2. Common ancestry in our bones2. Common ancestry in our bones2. Common ancestry in our bones2. Common ancestry in our bones

� What’s the 

pattern that 

connects?

� Homologous 

Forms

Same parts 

Common Ancestor

� Same parts 

evolved to 

different uses

� Like same set of 

serial numbers in 

descendents 
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Same “serial number” in wide variety of mammalsSame “serial number” in wide variety of mammalsSame “serial number” in wide variety of mammalsSame “serial number” in wide variety of mammals

Again, all mammals, all have 

common ancestor. 

13

3. Genetic mutations show origins & migration3. Genetic mutations show origins & migration3. Genetic mutations show origins & migration3. Genetic mutations show origins & migration
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4. Genetic differences fit conquest history in Asia4. Genetic differences fit conquest history in Asia4. Genetic differences fit conquest history in Asia4. Genetic differences fit conquest history in Asia
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Who followed this route, killed the competition, and had Who followed this route, killed the competition, and had Who followed this route, killed the competition, and had Who followed this route, killed the competition, and had 

some “relationships”?some “relationships”?some “relationships”?some “relationships”?
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5. Fossil Record Shows Hominoid Evolution5. Fossil Record Shows Hominoid Evolution5. Fossil Record Shows Hominoid Evolution5. Fossil Record Shows Hominoid Evolution
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Fossil timeFossil timeFossil timeFossil time----linelinelineline
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6. Intermediary Forms: Primate/Human6. Intermediary Forms: Primate/Human6. Intermediary Forms: Primate/Human6. Intermediary Forms: Primate/Human
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Primate SpeciationPrimate Speciation
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…our closest relatives…our closest relatives
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7. Intermediary Forms: Non7. Intermediary Forms: Non7. Intermediary Forms: Non7. Intermediary Forms: Non----humanhumanhumanhuman

� Into what lineage does this fossil fit?

� Between what and what?
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Maiacetus inuus  Maiacetus inuus  Maiacetus inuus  Maiacetus inuus  -------- a protoa protoa protoa proto----whalewhalewhalewhale
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Whales and their relativesWhales and their relativesWhales and their relativesWhales and their relatives
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Another intermediary form; Another intermediary form; PuijilaPuijila –– walking “seal”walking “seal”
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8. Common emotions across races8. Common emotions across races8. Common emotions across races8. Common emotions across races
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9. Common emotions across primates9. Common emotions across primates9. Common emotions across primates9. Common emotions across primates
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10. Dogs Love Evolution!10. Dogs Love Evolution!10. Dogs Love Evolution!10. Dogs Love Evolution!

� a.  Applied Evolution

� b.  Co-evolution

34

35 36



37 38

39 40

41 42



43

Closing questions: Moral implications?Closing questions: Moral implications?Closing questions: Moral implications?Closing questions: Moral implications?

� Created separately or Common origin?

� Cousins or mere Creatures?

� What’s  the value of non-human life?

� Does knowledge affect morality?

� Does knowledge affect mortality?
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Will there be room for anything else?Will there be room for anything else?Will there be room for anything else?Will there be room for anything else?
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