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1.  Plato, Allegory of the Cave

1. Draw and annotate a diagram of Plato’s cave.  Represent the prisoners, what they look at, mouth of cave, sun, fire, partition-wall, statues and artifacts.  What represents truth?  What represents something we falsely believe to be true?

2. What happens when a person transitions from cave to outside and vice versa?

3. What is the role of others/society in seeking truth?  How potentially hurtful or helpful?

4. What does the light represent?  How does it relate to prudent action?

5. What do “professions of certain men” assert education to be?  How does Plato’s view of education differ?  What is the “art” of education?

6. How would you interpret this allegory as advice for approaching college and life in general?

7. Beyond the text:  How do you know when you’ve got hold of the truth and not just an illusion?  How many goods/truths does Plato recognize?  If you’ve seen the Matrix, draw parallels in terms of content and tone between the two stories.

38. Quinn,  Ishmael (Evolution and myth)
1. In what way is the man’s story of evolution mythical?

2. Give a specific example of how the other creature’s environmental perception differed substantial from that of a human one?

3. The story suggests that both creationists and evolutionists might be similar in what way?

4. What assumptions/value judgments reflect from statements such as “our environment” or “natural resources”?

5. The fundamental task set before the man is to explain what?

6. Connect the myth under examination to its impact on our behaviors.

7. Beyond the text:  How can science put us even deeper into the cave rather than liberate us?  How many “suns” does Ishmael believe in?

2. Lakoff & Johnson, Metaphors We Live By

1. What argument/evidence/examples do L&J present to show “our ordinary conceptual system is fundamentally metaphorical in nature?

2. What does it mean to say that the metaphor of war structures our conception of argument? Does the idea of argument still make sense without the idea of war?  Can you explain the idea of argument without any metaphors?  Bonus:  Does language simply represent the world or intertwine with and bring forth the world?

3. How might the metaphor of argument as dance lead to different ideas and behaviors?  What ideas/behaviors might arise from argument as exploration? Furniture? Sport? Distraction? Microwave oven? Baseball mitt? Sea Shell?

4. Explain:  “The metaphor is not merely in the words we use – it is our very concept of an argument.  That language is literal.”

5. In what specific way are the metaphors of Journey, Container, & Building inconsistent?  What does this suggest about our ability to arrive at a purely literal understanding of a complex subject like love, God, America, history, the self?

In class exercise:  Contrast the following metaphors for self:  Autonomous vs. Dialogical; Autonomous vs. Ecological; Autonomous vs. Hardwired; Thing vs. Process; Created vs. Discovered; Ethnic vs. Hardwired.

HO: McKibben, End of Nature, Ch. 2 (43-65)

1. Throughout the reading, what are examples of specific technologies that can change our experience of nature?  Is the change subjective or objective in nature?

2. How has the representation of nature in literature changed? (45-47)

3. What does the author imply when he compares a particular passage to Genesis? (48)

4. What’s the difference between sky and airspace? (51-52)

5. What has changed in our effect on nature that is more threatening?  How does the pollution of DDT differ from that of CO2? What grounds nature’s meaning for us? (52-56)

6. How can the human impact on nature be seen as natural? (58-61)

7. How does the nuclear weapons problem differ from that of Global warming? (61-62)

8. Why does McKibben find many of the proposed solution wanting? (62-64)

9. Why will the rupture with nature not affect some of us? 62-65  Bonus:  What’s the religious significance of the advertised above-ground burial?

10. Bonus: Is your sense of the sacred influenced by nature? 

11. Can good people simply chose to not care about nature?  Do we have the right to be uninterested?

HO: McKibben, End of Nature, Ch. 2 (65-84)

1. McKibben makes several connections between God and Nature throughout this selection.  Identify four or five of these and summarize the key elements/features of this relationship.

2. How is the death of nature similar and different from the death of a person? (65)

3. How does death of nature affect God/our conception of God? (66)

4. Where does McKibben feel presence of God most acutely?  If you feel such presence, where and when? (66)

5. How does nature convey a sense of immortality? (67-68)

6. What elements of Judeo-Christian tradition might make it anti-environmentalist? (69)

7. What does McKibben infer about God and Nature from the story of Job? (70)

8. Who have we become gods? (72-73)

9. How is holocaust similar to end of nature? (73-74)

10. How does nature shape our sense of God? (74)

11. How has our relationship to the larger whole changed? (77-78)

12. Where does sadness come from?  How is aesthetics involved? (79-80)

13. What struck you most about the author’s hike? (80-84)

14. Bonus:  Have you ever beaten one of your parents at something?  How did it feel?

37: Guha, One world or two – **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
39. Naess, Simple Means

You’re reading excerpts from an interview with Arne Naess, a Norwegian philosopher.  He thinks we need to look at the world in a new way, and rethink how we fit into the natural world.  

1. What were Naess’ experiences as a child that helped him personally identify with nature? 

2. How does deep ecology differ from shallow ecology? What’s “ecosophy?” 

3. What’s the paradigm shift that Naess says we need? What’s a paradigm? (Use of dictionary is OK!).  Lakoff & Johnson explain how metaphors structure our conceptual system.  What metaphor does Naess suggest to give us a different perspective on our current crisis?

4. In describing how we should relate to the natural world, Naess suggests another metaphor drawn from the realm of government.   What’s this metaphor, and how would following this “premise” might lead to an outcome that Ishmael would like? 

5. When most people talk about valuing diversity, they mean valuing ethnic differences.  How does Naess use this term differently? How does this relate to self realization? 

6. How did flies and mosquitoes  help Naess feel a type of connection?  How did this then help with his own self-realization? 

7. Why do you think Naess believes we need to reduce the human population? 

8. Naess argues that we need an ethic that deals with the differences between nonhuman living beings as much as we need an ethic that concerns the behavior among people and groups.  Based on what he said about the need for a “core democracy” in the biosphere, what do you think he means by this? Incidentally, what type of ethics do the 10 commandments address?

9. What evidence does Naess provide to show that place is part of who we are?  Why does he prefer this understanding to thinking of “my relation to this place?” Based on this way of thinking, what makes your home your home?

HO: Wilson, The Planetary Killer

1.  Throughout the reading, note examples of specific human traditions, practices, and/or habits that lead to extinction pressures

2. Pretend you are the prosecuting attorney, using Wilson’s evidence to indict man for a crime against nature.  What are the three most compelling pieces of evidence in your opinion (drawn from across the entire reading)?

3. Describe the plight of the Sumatran rhino, especially the pressures driving toward extinction.

4. What’s the meaning of “living dead”?  serial killer?  Dawnless night of extinction?

5. Provide evidence showing when and how humans first started pushing species towards extinction (think Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, etc.).  What were some of the first species to go?  When and how did we become a serial killer?

6. Compare the normal rate of extinction to what’s going on now.  Why is estimating the current rate of extinction difficult?  

7. Reflection questions:

a. What do we make of the story of Eden?  How does it shape us?  In what ways is it true or false?

b. What does God think of how we are living?

c. How are you and your children changed by mass extinctions?

HO: Descartes, Discourse on Method 

1. What does Descartes find he cannot doubt?  What role does this observation play in his thinking?  How would you describe the sort of argument he develops?

2. How does he approach/defend the existence of God?  What’s the relationship between self and God?  What metaphor does he refer to support his method of reasoning?  

3. Where do divine laws (and the representations thereof) reside? 

4. Why does he hesitate to publish his work?  Why might what he says be taken as radical?  Does he think he might be mistaken?

5. In Descartes’ era, people tended to look to the past for knowledge (eg, to Aristotle).  How does Descartes argue against this practice?  

6. What does Descartes want people to do with his proposals? (4)  

7. Reflection:  

a. What about Descrates’ approach marks the beginning of the modern age?  What basic elements of knowledge and inquiry is he trying to reform?

b. How does Descartes’ approach change the nature of authority?  How does it make possible revolutions – scientific, industrial, American, French – and the Protestant Reformation.  

c. How can Descartes’ way of thinking point to post-modernism and relativism – the idea that there is no truth, only different opinions?

13. Emerson, Self-Reliance

1. What is genius for Emerson? From whence do great ideas come?

2. Why does he use infants/children as models for ideal behaviors?  What does this imply about where morality and conscience come from?

3. What observations does Emerson make about society?

4. About charity?  For whom might Emerson be charitable?

5. What does think about traditions and history?  Consistency?

6. What’s the relationship between great men and institutions?

7. What value does he hold for church? Family?  Travel?

8. Reflection questions

a. What might Naess think about Emerson’s understanding of Self-Realization?

b. How would Tillich interpret Emerson’s position?

c. Where does our sense of right and wrong come from?  Inborn? Society?  God? Nature?

d. How does Emerson reflect and extend the logic of Descartes?
11. Jefferson, Declaration of Independence **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
27. Bill of Rights -**No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
HO: Lincoln, Gettysburg Address
Background:  The Battle of Gettysburg was a senseless slaughtering of many Americans, both Union and Confederate soldiers.  Lincoln needed to frame the great loss of life not as senseless destruction but as a sacrifice for a greater good. Lincoln was striving to explain the event in terms that could give it moral and religious significance.  The result became one of the most famous speeches ever given.  

1. What’s the larger good that’s at stake, according to Lincoln?  What document does Lincoln refer to?

2. What phrases or constructions give the speech a religious or serious tone? 

3. What do you think is more important to Lincoln – the lives of soldiers, the freedom of African Americans, the ideal of freedom – or something else? 

4. Reflection

a. How is Lincoln working as a religious critic? How is he trying to shape our understanding of the sacred?

b. Think about the construction of the self as constructed by Jefferson (the Declaration) and Lincoln.  Note similarities and differences in what each deems essential.

c. What might Emerson think about the Address and Lincoln’s goals?

14.  Zhang Jie, Love must not be forgotten **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
26. Menkiti, The Person & Community in African Traditional Thought
1. The African view of the person is summed up with what statement? (2)

2. How is identity processual in nature?  Give examples relating to age. (2-3)

3. How does the view of immortality differ from the traditional Christian view of subjective immortality? (3-4).  Explain the concepts living dead and collective immortality.

4. How does the African view of personhood differ from that of Existentialism? (5)

5. Relate the diagram on p. 122 to what’s primary to each culture – rights vs. duties.  In other words, how does the conception of self determine what we choose to emphasize? (7)

6. Reflection:  

a. Contrast Menkiti with Emerson.   Which ideal makes more sense to you and why?

b. Contrast Menkiti with Descartes.  How is the self different?

c. Contrast Menkiti with Plato.  Where is the truth?  How is it discovered/created?

43. King, I have a dream

1. To what speech or document does MLK refer as the starting point? (1)

2. List some metaphors that suggest/imply religious imagery (i.e., stuff you’d find in the Bible)? Identify five or six examples.

3. Why is this not just a regional problem?  Why should people in New York care?  Give examples of evidence or reminders he presents.

4. Reflection:

a. Consider the mountains referenced toward the end.  What meaning lies behind the ordering of the mountains?

b. What three moral sources (three constructions of the sacred) does King draw upon?  That is, what three themes are interwoven?
23. Swimme, Consumerism & Children
1. What makes Swimme worry about the effect of advertising on children?  

2. What does Swimme mean when he argues that advertisers have the ability to promulgate a world-view, or mini-cosmology based on craving?  According to Swimme we teach our kids more about consumption than about Jesus or Martin Luther King, Jr.  Do you agree? 

3. How does the cosmology of advertising make it difficult to accept other cosmologies (e.g., like Naess, or Du Bois, or Lincoln)? 

4. Reflection:

a. What might Swimme say to Emerson?  to Naess?   What might Tillich say about Swimme’s argument?

b. What principles or actions might lead to a better outcome?  What’s the solution?

15. Myers,  Ingroup-Outgroup Bias

1. Describe the set-up of the study by Tajfel & Billig with modern abstract paintings. How did people in the study behave because of their classification?

2. When are we more likely to identify with our school’s team?  How does reveal itself in language?

3. Why do prejudices persist in a culture?  What goes on interpersonally that generates/sustains prejudice? 

4. Why did the Southern ministers not voice their support for school desegregation?  What was the prevailing norm at the time?

5. How can experience reduce prejudice?

6. How did Emerson’s position on charity reflect an in-group bias?

7. Reflection

a. What groups do you belong to that might have an in-group bias?

b. Think about who you agree with more – pro-life people or pro-choice people.  Whom do you think is smarter?  Have better values?  What role might the in-group bias serve in your thinking?

c. Relate the in-group bias to Plato’s cave.  To Quinn’s Jellyfish story.

16. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk 

W.E.B. Du Bois was one of this country’s first well known African-American intellectuals, publishing this famous book in 1909.  Du Bois reflects on how his blackness makes his experience of self, and his experience of America special.  In short, he reflects on the process and requirements of self-realization for Black people in America.

1. Du Bois listens very closely to how people treat himself and other African Americans, and he realizes that people unconsciously treat him in a certain way.  Du Bois realizes that people are inclined to view black people not as a person, but as something else.  What is this? 

2. In Du Bois’ time, visiting cards were used by people in high-society when they went to social visits or social functions.  What did he experience as a young child with the visiting cards?

3. How did Du Bois’ respond to his classmates after he realized he was different?  

4. When thinking about his white classmates, Du Bois longed for “all their dazzling opportunities.”  How does this reflect a different level of confidence and optimism than reflected in Emerson’s “Self-Reliance”?  Why might Du Bois scoff at Emerson’s call for self-reliance? 

5. What does Du Bois mean by the “second-sight”?  What two identities does he feel?  Given this, why might we use the term “African-American” rather than “Blacks”? 

6. Explain how this different consciousness results from an in-group bias. 

7. What did African Americans worship even more so than other Americans?  How might they have felt about the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights? 

8. Du Bois’ traces the shift in focus among African Americans since the Emancipation.  What came first?  Second?  Last? Relate this last focus to Plato’s Cave. 

9. As African American’s struggled for self-realization, what “dim feeling” did they have that relates to a unique experience? 

10. What components of a solution does Du Bois identify? 

11. How does Du Bois feel about the ideals of the American Republic? 

12. According to Du Bois, what can African Americans give other Americans? 

18. White Privilege, McIntosh

1. Summarize the notion of white privilege.  Relate it to male privilege.  

2. How is WP different from racism?  Does this may it easier or harder to address?

3. Identify three of the 46 listed items that you find most interesting or revealing about your identity.

4. Think about the second list of items reflecting heterosexual privilege.  Which two do you think are the most difficult for homosexuals?  How might the lack of this privilege make them feel about themselves?  About straight people?

5. Explain what the author means by systems of dominance.  Who has the most to gain by denying the evidence for such systems?

21. bell hooks, Feminism Is For Everybody

1. How does hooks define feminism?  What are some (specific) common public misperceptions about feminism?

2. Feminism arises out of what other movement?

3. Explain how other types of distinctions/power prevent sisterhood?

4. How should feminism go beyond equal pay for equal work; what more should it seek?  What other changes are needed to reduce patriarchy or to liberate women?

5. Why must feminism be political?  How does hooks understand the abortion issue?

6. What’s the difficulty preventing feminism from helping men?

7. What dysfunction of traditional masculinity most concerns hooks?

8. Reflection:

a. What “male privileges” (cf. white privilege) exist in our society?

b. How does hooks embrace the autonomy view of self (Descartes, Emerson) we have studied?  How does she seek more than just autonomy?

c. In your opinion, what sorts of interventions would make our society less patriarchal?

d. In your opinion, why do some women reject feminism?

HO: Stanton, Declaration of Sentiments

1. What’s different about the central truth that’s “self-evident” compared to the Declaration of Independence?

2. What acts of tyranny does Stanton find most troublesome?  Be able to list at least seven.  

3. What justification does Stanton offer from disputing laws against women holding particular stations? (see Resolutions)

4. What justification does Stanton offer for women to speak and teach in religious assemblies? (see Resolutions)

5. Reflection:

a. As you read through the list of grievances, were you surprised by any of them?

b. Which revolution was more important, in your opinion, the American revolution or the Women’s liberation movement?

c. What’s particularly ironic about Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s mocking of lawerly prose given the types of jobs available to women in her era?

d. In your opinion, is God male or female?
HO: Mendelsohn, An Affair to Remember (Essay on Brokeback Mountain)
1. M. criticizes what general tendency in the reviews of Brokeback Mountain.

2. M. Criticizes what about the way the movie was promoted, advertised, and recognized at the Golden Globes?

3. How does M. define the specifically gay phenomenon of the closet?  How is this visually represented three different times?

4. How does Ennis differ from Jack in terms of imagination, physical comportment, self-understanding, and emotional history?

5. How does the experience of Ennis and Jack differ from that of Romeo and Juliet – other star-crossed lovers?

6. What symbolic role does nature play?

7. Describe the two literal representations of closets – what they contain and say about the characters.

8. M. bemoans and rejects the criticism that the love between Ennis & Jack makes no sense – why?  What prejudice is reflected?

9. What reading of Brokeback Mountain pushes gay people back into the closet?

10. Reflection 

a. Compare and  contrast Mendelsohn’s critique with the “dual sight” concept of Du Bois?

b. How is the prejudice against gays similar/different to that against African Americans? 

HO:  Myers, homosexuality  **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**

30.  Nussbaum, Patriotism    **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**

28.  Universal Declaration of Human Rights    **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
5. Winters, But this I can believe

1. Winter describes what false dichotomy?  How did his parents and the church create the impetus for the problem? (1-2)

2. What does Winter mean by an orthodox Christianity? (2)

3. How is the Bible true for Winters? What’s the conspiracy he criticizes?  How are preachers to blame?  What’s the painful awareness? (3-4)

4. What did Winters discover about the Christian nativity stories? (4-5)

5. What’s the objection about authority that others raise against Winters?  How does he answer this objective? (5)

6. What key points does Winters make about Genesis? If historical accuracy is not the purpose of Genesis what is?  Specifically, what does the story of the Fall convey? (6-9)  

7. What’s the significance of the rainbow? (9)

8. Is the story of Creation fiction or history? (9)  Explain what it is.

HO: Placher, Is the Bible True?
1. Placher offers what alternative to Christian fundamentalism/literalism?  What two claims follow from claiming the Bible is true?

2. Placher argues different Biblical texts represent different types of writings.  What different types does he note?  What is required for faithful listening?  What’s the problem with reading apocalyptic texts?

3. Explain the difference between the work of Thucydidies or the Gospels and modern journalism or critical history?  

4. What’s problematic about using the Bible to justify slavery?  Homosexuality?  What sort of meaning does “abomination” have in Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13?  Malakoi & arsenokoitas in Corinthians I 6:9?  How would you characterize Placher’s position on the homosexuality debate? 

5. How does trusting the Bible differ from claiming the Bible is true?  How does the focus or criterion differ? 

6. What’s the relationship between trusting the Bible and trusting God?

7. How does a biblical vocabulary/narrative reframe our view of poor folk?  How can this provide common ground?

8. Reflection

a. Why do people want to “read-in” prohibitions of homosexuality and “read-out” affirmations of slavery”?

b. Why might people not follow prohibitions against wealth or divorce and yet invoke those against homosexuality?  How is the motivation (or the person’s situation) different? 
46.  Morrow & Tyson, Religion and Spirituality **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
HO: Ehrman, Jesus Interrupted (2009) #1

1. [From Seminary to Pulpit]  What sorts of information shared by Ehrman frustrated the elderly lady in his talk at a church?  Why was she upset?  What did she throw at Ehrman? 

2. How does the historical-critical approach to Christian scripture differ from the confessional-devotional approach?  Does Ehrman believe these are compatible?

3. What is Ehrman’s basic objective when teaching his college courses?  What is the basic objective (in your opinion) of a pastor?

4. [Accepting the historical-critical method]  How did Seminary change Ehrman’s views of the Bible and his faith?  What ultimately led him to agnosticism?  What’s the relationship between the historical-critical method and agnosticism?

5. [A world of contradications]  For both the New and Old Testaments, state the number of books, authors, and years of composition.

6. The discrepancies point to what important fact?  Why do people fail to recognize discrepancies? Explain the two types or methods of reading Ehrman identifies.

7. [Discrepancies in the Accounts of Jesus’ Birth and Life – p. 29]  In contrast to Luke, Matthew emphasizes that the various events do what?  How does Matthew get Jesus born in Bethlehem but raised in Nazareth?  How does Luke do this?

8. What historical problems does Ehrman find with Luke and Matthew?

9. What is the hometown of Joseph and Mary?  Why is having Jesus born in Bethlehem important to establishing the special station of Jesus?

10. [The Genealogy of Jesus, p. 35]  What’s odd about both Matthew and Luke tracking Jesus’ lineage through Joseph?  Matthew and Luke start their lineages with different figures.  Whom do they choose and why?

11. Who are Joseph’s father, patrilineal grandfather, and great-grandfather?

12. What two problems arise for Matthew’s 14-14-14 framework for highlighting important births?

13. [What did the Voice at Jesus’ Baptism Say?, p. 39]  Contrast the versions of the annunciation story in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  What relevance might these differences have on how and when Jesus became Christ?

HO: Ehrman, Jesus Interrupted (2009) #2

1. [The Resurrection Narratives, p. 47]  Who discovered the empty tomb?  List the other discrepancies.  From where does Jesus ascend to heaven?

2. What’s up with the colt/donkey dilemma?  

3. What might explain discrepancies in Jesus’ words to the high priest?

4. What’s problematic in Matthew’s quoting of an Old Testament prophet?

5. How does the centurion’s statement reflect different ascriptions of guilt for the killing of Jesus?

6. [Some key differences between John and the Synoptic Gospels, p. 70] (Note: The Synoptic Gospels are Matthew, Mark, and Luke.)  Which contains the “I am” sayings, John or the Synoptic Gospels?  The signs?  The long speeches?  Which appear to be more centered on Jesus as the path to salvation rather than as a guide to salvation?

7. Why might Matthew have had Jesus born to a virgin?  Why might this reflect a translation issue?

8. Why does Luke have Jesus born to a virgin?

9. How is John’s story of Jesus’ origins different?  How does Ehrman understand the relevance of Genesis and the meaning of the Word?

10. What does it mean to say Mark presents an apocalyptic Jesus?  Has the Kingdom of God started or is it yet to come?  What does “Son of God” mean in Mark?  What’s Jesus’ relation to God?

11. About what does Jesus teach in John?  What’s his relation to God? How is the Kingdom of God rendered differently?  Historically speaking, why might John tell a different story?

12. [This is very important!]  Summarize how Ehrman distinguishes between horizontal and vertical dualisms.  What changes as we move from Mark to John?

13. In your opinion, does Mark or John (if either) offer more support bringing about justice in the here and now?  Who (if either) offers more support for concern about global warming and other environmental concerns?

40: Tillich, What Faith Is

1. Compare and contrast typical definitions of faith with Tillich’s.  

2. Describe Tillich’s three examples of ultimate concern.

3. Describe what you think Tillich mean’s by calling Faith a centered act.  How is faith ecstatic?  Is faith an act of cognition or will?

4. What does Tillich mean by his contrast of finite and infinity (see 3. The Source of Faith)?

5. What distinguishes the truth or falsity of faith?  Relate this to the concept of idolatry.

6. Reflection questions:

a. Relate Tillich’s thinking to Plato’s

b. Compare and contrast Tillich’s idea of faith as ecstasy to Naess’ idea of self-realization.

c.  For Tillich, what would be the difference between an atheist and a theist?

d. How might those that believe in God fall into a faith that was idolatrous?

e. What are the most tempting idols in the worldviews of today?

HO:  Armstrong, selection from “A History of God,” Ch. 5, “Unity:  The God of Islam”   
Sometimes it helps to jump into another historical and societal context to better understand one’s own context.  Armstrong takes us back to the sociohistorical origins of Islam, and helps us understand the conventions regarding the sacred that Muhammad had to work with, and how we articulated an understanding of the sacred that met the needs of his people.  When reading these passages, consider parallels between Muhammad’s context and that of our own.  

1. What’s Armstrong’s thesis? 

2. Describe the societal and economic changes that were occurring at the time of Muhammad’s prophecy. (232-233)  What’s the muruwah?  How did the muruwah inform the faith of Muhammad’s people?

3. How did individualism represent a danger to the Arabs? (234).  How can the idea of individual salvation be dangerous to developing an adequate faith?

4. Did Muhammad believe he was saying anything new about what was sacred? (234-235)

5. What does Islam mean? (239)  Relate this meaning to Tillich’s idea of faith (and ecstasy and transcendence).  Relate the idea that Muslims are to see the world as an epiphany (239) to Tillich’s thinking.

6. What were the communal implications of Islam? (239)  How did this address the problems identified in question #2?

7. What rituals does Armstrong describe? (239).  How do these rituals reinforce some basic principles of Islam?  How does circumambulating the shrine enable a sense of transcendence or ecstasy?

8. Think about getting a degree from Winthrop as a ritual – what does it say about what is sacred?  Think about buying a large, single family house in the suburbs say about what is sacred?

HO:  Ideology **No Questions – Watch for Email Update**
33: Ridley, Human Nature: The Red Queen

1. Explain why Ridley claims there is a single typical human nature despite cultural differences?  Explain how a stomach and a smile relate similarly to the evolutionary perspective.

2. Why does Ridley claim that we are designed solely for reproduction and that nothing in our nature is not “chosen” for this purpose?  What is the reason we have free will?

3. Suggesting human nature was designed by natural selection irritates what two types of people?  Why?

4. What sorts of societies are impossible (ie, what features will you never see)?  Why?

5. What’s the relation between body and genes?  Who’s the boss?  What does Richard Dawkins imply by his book titled “The Selfish Gene”?  

6. How does the evolutionary view argue against black-white intelligence differences?

7. How does sex enforce uniformity within the human species?  How many years back does the human family go?  To where?

8. Explain the differences between the Peruvian farmer and Swiss villager.

9. In what sense are the human eye and stomach designed?  What does Dawkins imply by his book titled “The Blind Watchmaker”?

10. Why is conflict “natural” in marriage?  How is marriage simultaneously cooperative and competitive?  Why are men wired for aggression?  What feature of human society brought about our big brains?

11. Reflection:

a. Contrast Ridley’s views of self with Emerson’s.  Naess’s.

b. Why are some people so resistant to evolutionary theory?

c. What implications from Ridley’s arguments do you find most significant for human nature?

Quinn, Ishmael, Chapters 1-3(skimming pp. 1-23)

1. Ishmael presents his teaching as the study of what?  What is our relation to the civilization system?  How does Nazi Germany provide an analogue?  What feeling do you get when living inside a false story?
2. How does Mother Culture teach her story?  What’s the significance of the story being in the background?

3. Mother Culture tells a story of what?  What’s a story?  What’s enacted?

4. Describe the difference between Takers and Leavers

5. Why are we not panicked by the destruction of the world?  

a. Reflection:  How is Descartes or Emerson partially responsible for this state of affairs?  What might Swimme say about how the humming occurs?

6. [Chapter 3] What part of the story are they working on?  How is man’s story of creation filled with myth?  What’s the crucial phrase that reveals this?  How is the story of the Jellyfish different?

7. How do Takers see the world?  What’s the premise of the story?  How is “our environment” reflective of this?  Who can we blame for the current mess?  
Quinn, Ishmael, Chapters 4-6

4.1  
[Middle of the Story] Originally man lived at the mercy of world like other creatures.  What changed this?  How long ago was this?  Where did it happen?
4.2
What chain of events connects technology and science?  List the complete chain.

4.3  
Taker mythology destined man to do what to the world?  The price of becoming human/enacting the story did what regarding the relationship between man and world?

5.1
How does Taker mythology view mastery of the world?  Good or bad thing?  What is needed?

5.2  
What’s the tragic problem with man?  How does this relate to prophets?  How are Leavers different?

5.3
What does Mother Culture say about knowing how to live?  Why shouldn’t we look for such knowledge (according to MC)?

6.1
From what law does Mother Culture tell us we are exempted?  Explain this law.  Taker mythology makes man what?

6.2
What three tricks did the gods play on humans?

6.3
Explain the analogy between our current behavior and an ill-designed airplane in free-fall.

R1
According to Ishmael, can we learn more about now to live from Nature or Religion?

Quinn, Ishmael, Chapters 7-10(skimming or skipping pages 187-196)

7.1
Describe the peace-keeping law.  How does this make you feel?  How does this differ from the typical views of nature (e.g., the food chain)?  Reflection:  If you reject this law, what standards do you think should determine who lives and who dies?
8.1
How do Takers differ from Leavers in their approach to food and competition for food?

8.2
What work is “holy”?  Why does Ishmael call it “holy”?

8.3
Relate population, food supply, competitors, expansion, and Taker mythology.  How is Taker mythology similar to Hitler’s Aryan race mythology?  What similar outcome does it enable?

9.1
How does the line diagram suggest that Takers are not just a developmental step beyond Leavers?
9.2
What did the gods argue about?  What stopped the argument?  Why did the gods not want man to eat from the tree?  What does the tree represent?  Why do Takers fail to grasp this?

9.3
Why do Takers resist relinquishing the dream of mastery?

9.4
What two groups are represented by Cain & Abel?  Describe the nature of the conflict.  Who does Ishmael claim authored the story?  What evidence does he provide?  Why did the gods get angry and banish Takers from the garden?

10.1
How do Leavers and Takers differ in their relationship to their past?  In what other ways do the two cultures differ?

10.2
How does the loss of Leaver cultures represent a loss of wisdom?

Quinn, Ishmael, Chapters 11 & 12

11.1
Ishmael compares the megalomania fantasy of Taker culture to what other fantasy?  What is such a comparison meant to suggest?

11.2
How is planted food “designed” to change our relationship with the gods?  We only feel safe when we can achieve what?
11.3
Contrast Ishmael’s view of “living at the hands of the gods” with Mother Culture’s.

12.1
Contrast Taker and Leaver stories in terms of who belongs to what.  How does each relate man to evolution and man to the community of life?

12.2
How does Ishmael understand evolution?  Is it a neutral, evil, or good force?

12.3
Ishmael ends not by suggesting we become hunter-gathers but by suggesting what?

----------------Extra-------------------
xx.   Tillich, Dynamics of Faith:  Symbols of Faith

1. What’s the difference between a sign and a symbol?  Explain this in reference to the cross, an American Flag, a salute, and a dollar bill.  How do these open up different levels of reality?

2. Why must faith be expressed in symbols? (3)

3. How is atheism still an affirmation of God? (3)

4. How does Tillich understand the conception of God as “almighty”? (4)

5. What does Tillich mean by calling the Old and New Testaments mythological? (5)

6. Why does Tillich reject literalism? (5-6)

7. What does it mean for a myth to be broken? (5)

8. Reflection questions:

a. In what sense do Christian’s believe Jesus is the Son of God?  Is this symbolic and/or literal?  How might a Christian try to reconcile the ideas of Jesus having been born to a virgin and descended from King David?

b. Why do some people want the 10 commandments displayed in government buildings?  Why is this particular text important to some Christians?  Why even potentially more so than what Jesus identified as the Greatest two commandments (Love God, Love neighbor as yourself)?

c. What might Naess or Wilson point to as symbols for their ultimate concerns?  What might they say about Christian symbolism/mythology?

d. Can you ever know if your symbols of (ultimate) concern are adequate?  How do you know?

39. Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis

1. How can we be successfully transformed?  What is the nature of this transformation?  How is this vision of transformation similar/different from that of Plato?  Emerson?  Naess?

2. What role do good actions and faith in Chris play in salvation?  What’s the only thing that can save you from despair?

3. How does Lewis see God affecting a person – internal or external?  Contrast this with the models of agency presented by Emerson and Naess.

4. Lewis rejects the image of Christianity as a set of duties and rules.  What “glimpse” does he describe?  What sort of experiences do you think most attract people to Christianity?

5. What are we to do with our “natural self”? (What do you think Lewis means by this?)  What is ploughed up and re-sown?

6. What is the mission of the Church?  Does Lewis see a role for the church in restructuring society, or bringing about the Kingdom of God?  For Lewis, is Christianity more communal or individual?  Does Lewis suggest a role for society?  How is this similar or different from Emerson?

7. What do you think Lewis means by “higher animals” and making them “much more nearly human”?  Contrast this view of nature with Naess’ view.
8. Reflection:

a. How do you re-sow if you lived before Christ?  What replaces your natural self?  Can you practice true virtue without Christ?

b. Lewis stats that when we are drawn into Christ “a great many other things in Nature will begin to come right.”  How might getting drawing into Christ affect Global Warming?  Species Extinction?  Childhood Leukemia?  Avian Flu Epidemics? 

c. Lewis states that being drawn into Christ is “the only thing we were made for.”  What does this mean for all those who could not / can not encounter Christianity?  How would God expect these people to live?

d. According to our religious diversity reading, how would you classify Lewis’ view of Christianity vis a vis other religions?

HO. Dean A (intro16-intro19, 101-104). 

1. What’s the thesis of the introduction? (intro16-intro19)

2. In what sense does Dean use the word religious?  What enables religious criticism?  What do the successors to Dewey, Tillich, etc. need to be successful? (intro 17)

3. Why is a sense of the whole important?

4. What has happened to our sense of the whole in our culture? 

5. Do academic intellectuals address the need to articulate a sense of the whole?

6. How has relativism and poststructuralism been damaging to the poor and uneducated?

7. What does Dean think needs to happen?

8. What’s the thesis of the chapter 7 reading? (p. 101-104)

9. Describe how William James sees truth. (101)

10. What does it mean to say that the sacred operates as a convention? (102)

11. Why does the convention view of the sacred make the work of religious critics more important?

12. Do we need to believe in absolute truths to believe in human rights?  How can human rights be viewed as a convention?

13. How can the idea of human rights be less than objectively true and yet more than just a subjective projection?

14. How might we think of conventions as the roots of a tree?  Are some roots deeper or thicker than others?  What might this mean in terms of the relative “truth” of different conventions?

15. Do you think human rights are absolute truths or conventions?

HO. Dean B (131-135). 
1. What’s the thesis of the chapter 8 reading?

2. Summarize how this Dean reading relates back to the previous Dean reading.

3. Summarize how Dean relates to Tillich.

4. Do you think Dean would say we must use the language of “God” or  “Jesus”? (131) But why does he think it might be pragmatically justified? (132)

5. What’s the value of the sacred?  (132-133)  With what does the sacred charge the whole?  What are “normative claims”?  Could the sacred be a set of ideas or must it be an actual person/being?

6. What are some of the ways in which theologians have talked about the sacred?

7. In what ways is the sacred a living or evolving thing? (133)  Consider it’s semi-autonomous (semi-independent) existence.

8. Summarize at least 5 important points Dean makes about what the sacred is or how it works.

HO: Obama:  The Price of Being Black, NYRB, 9/25/2008

1. Assume that you’d like to stop black people from voting because you don’t like how they tend to vote.  Explain how the strategy of requiring a government-issued photo ID requirement accomplishes this.  What percent of black adults in Milwaukee County did not have a driver’s license?  What might be true about the sort of blacks who don’t have a driver’s license?

2. Explain how the Help America Vote Act ensured that fewer black people would be voting.  What happened in Ohio?  Florida?  Explain how the percentages discussed in relation to Florida show disparate (racial) impact.

3. Report here the statistics reviewed regarding relative incarceration rates and the percent of black men who cannot vote.

4. Contrast how Main and Vermont think about citizenship relative to Virginia and Mississippi.  Why might it be difficult for ex convicts to meet the reinstatement requirements of Virginia.  

5. What does it mean to vote for the “civil rights initiative” in Nebraska?  How might this confuse people?

6. Explain the Bradley Effect and give examples.  Why do poll interviews of people who just voted show different outcomes that the actual election results?

7. Are the judges and legislatures racist?  What might McIntosh say?

8. What percent of people in 2008 polling admitted … to racial prejudice?  factoring race when voting?  

9. What does the research on implicit preference suggest about voting choices? 

HO: The Courthouse Ring: Atticus Finch and the Limits of Southern Liberalism, by Malcolm Gladwell, The New Yorker August 10, 2009

1. Contrast (1) the old-style Southern Liberalism of Alabama Governor Big Jim Folsom (aka progressive Southern populism, racial moderation) with (2) civil rights activism and (3) the segregationism of George Wallace and Bull Connor.  How did the Supreme Court decision of Brown vs. the Board of Education change the political landscape for these three groups?

2. How does Gladwell classify Harper Lee’s Atticus Finch according to the three groups noted above?  What’s the distinction between reform and accommodation? (p. 28)

3. What does Gladwell find morally lax about Finch’s approach to the KKK and his judgment of the lynch mob?  What parallels does Galdwell draw with Governor Folsom’s reaction to the Brown decision?

4. What was the odd promise he made regarding segregation?

5. What criticism does legal scholar Steven Lubet bring against Finch’s defense of his client?

6. Legal scholar Lisa Dorr suggests that more than race shaped legal outcomes in the South at this time.  What was this factor?  Under what conditions would white men side with black men against women (when the latter made accusations of rape)?

7. What evidence does Gladwell offer to show that Finch encouraged jurors to swap prejudices? (i.e., how does he present the Ewells?)

8. Orwell accuses Dickens of believing in the power to change hearts.  How might this be a moral failing on Dickens’ part?  (That is, what type of critique or action does the effort to change hearts neglect?)

9. In Gladwell’s view, what moral test did Finch fail near the end of the story?  How does this reflect the limits of “Jim Crow” liberalism?

10. Consider the issue of sexual orientation in present day America.  What might Jim Crow liberalism look like on this issue?  What would be the focus of advocacy/social action?  What should be the focus/action?

42. Religious Diversity, from Reason & Religious Belief, Peterson et al.  

Vocab:  Epistemology pertains to how we can know whereas ontology pertains to what is actually true about the way the world is.  

1. How does the diversity and plurality of modernity affect religious belief?

2. How does salvation work in Exclusivism?  Describe the ontological and epistemological conditions and the role of grace.

3. Karl Barth makes what central to true religion?  

4. Explain the limitations of Exclusivism. 

5. How does salvation work in Pluralism?  How does it address irreconcilable truth claims?  (hint: noumena vs. phenomena)

6. How does Pluralism assess the validity of truth claims?  How does this apply to the Christian belief in the incarnation?  A pluralist focuses more on the personal transformation religion enables than on what?

7. Hick holds that religions transform human existence from what to what?

8. According to critics, Pluralism ignores what aspect of religions?  What does it fail to capture about religious practice?

9. How does Hick engage in rational scrutiny of religious systems?  (That is, how do we test them for truth?)

10. Explain the Inclusivist position.  How does salvation work?

11. How does Rahner understand the salvation of people living before Jesus?  What sort of Christians are they?

12. How can inclusivists identify the correct religion?

13. Identify three of the criteria Yandell suggests for evaluating religious systems.

14. The authors conclude that understanding Reality involves what two tasks?

