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1. How is the national debt measured?

2. What is the current value of the National Debt?

3. Do you think the government is irresponsible for accumulating so much debt, particularly in the last decade? Explain

4. If the United States imports more than it exports the National Debt increases. True/false Explain

5. What is a “debt ceiling”?

6. Why does the Government implement a ‘debt ceiling” when they break through it on a regular basis?

7. What is the Social Security Trust Fund? 

8. What is the amount of US Treasury Securities held in the Social Security Trust Fund?
9. Why is the SSTF an issue for the American people?

10. What is meant by the term “kicking the can down the road” in regard to the debt?

11. Who are the holders of the national debt? 

12. What percent of the debt is held by government agencies?

13. What percent of the National Debt is held by China?

14. What countries are the largest lenders to the US?
15. How does the government raise extra money if they spend more money than they bring in?

16. What percent of the National Debt is held by foreigners?

17. Why do individual investors lend the government money?

18. What are the problems associated with the National Debt?

19. Should the National Debt be paid off? Explain.

20. How can the National Debt problem be minimized without paying the debt off?

(this is a two stage answer)

21. What are United States Treasury Securities? 
22. Should the average American worry about the National Debt? Explain

23. Is it a good idea for the Federal Reserve Bank to print money to pay off the debt?

Bonus

What has been the role of the Federal Reserve Bank? How much money have they used to purchase government securities? What other way have they put money into the system?

Here are some websites that can assist you.
http://www.federalreserve.gov/Releases/H41/Current/
http://www.ustreas.gov/tic/mfh.txt
http://www.treasurydirect.gov/govt/reports/pd/histdebt/histdebt.htm
http://www.usdebtclock.org/
