
The Gothic Cathedral 



St. Sernin (Romanesque) 

Amiens Cathedral 

(Gothic) 







Ulm Munster 

 

German Cathedral 

Largest Gothic Structure 
in the World 



Cologne Cathedral 

 

1248-1880 

2nd largest Gothic 

Cathedral in the 

World 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Cologne_Cathedral.jpg


Various Gothic Styles 

ENGLISH 

 
‘Early English' Period (1175-1250)  

 

‘Decorated' Period (1250-1300)  

 

‘Perpendicular' Period (1350-

1400)  

FRENCH 

 
Early Gothic (1130-1190) 

 

High Gothic (1190–1240)  

 

Rayonnant Gothic (1240–1350)   

 

Late Gothic or the Flamboyant 

style (1350–1520)  



FRENCH 

 

Early Gothic 

 

Abbey Church 

of St. Denis 
Begun 1136-1140 

by Abbot Suger 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b4/SaintDenisExterior.jpg


FRENCH 

 

High Gothic 

 
Chartres Cathedral 

Reims Cathedral 

Amiens Cathedral 

Notre Dame Cathedral 

 

Much of the 1200s 

 

Tall Cathedrals that 

focused on artistic 

imagery as well as height 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Cathedral_of_Amiens_front.jpg


FRENCH 

 

‘Rayonnant’ 
Emphasis on more light and 

windows… Abbey of St. Denis 

(below)  St. Chappelle (right) 

 

 
 



FRENCH 

 

Late Gothic or 

FLAMBOYANT 

style 

 

Very dramatic 

s-curved or  

flame tracery 

 
 



ENGLISH 

 
‘Early English' Period (1175-1250) 

 
Wells Cathedral, below, became Britain's first all-pointed and all-Gothic 

cathedral when it was rebuilt in 1175. It is considered one of the most 

beautiful of Britain's cathedrals, and one of the most influential as well. Its 

style became the template of the new trend in British cathedrals.  



ENGLISH 

 
‘Decorated' Period 

(1250-1300) 

 
The main characteristic 

of this era is the ‘bar 

tracery'. Here, designs in 

masonry ranging from 

the simple to the 

flamboyant, are set on to 

windows. The result is 

that the stonework 

supports of the building 

can become lighter.  

 

Lincoln Cathedral, England 



ENGLISH 
 

‘Perpendicular' Period (1350-1400) 
This style is referred to as ‘Perpendicular' 

because of its stark, rigid exterior lines. 

There are elements of Egyptian influence 

due to the frequent visits many English 

merchants, artists, and pilgrims were 

making to the Middle East. 

 

 

Gloucester Cathedral, England 



ENGLISH 
 

‘Perpendicular' Period (1350-1400) 
New vaulting techniques came into use that were more decorative in nature; some of 

these were the net vault of Gloucester Cathedral pictured below (attention Harry Potter 

fans...). The Perpendicular stage in Gothic became the standard for cathedral building 

for nearly two hundred years, or until the Reformation. 

 

Gloucester Cathedral, England 



Westminster Abbey 

(Collegiate Church of St Peter, 

Westminster) 

It is the traditional place of 

coronation and burial site for 

English monarchs.  

ENGLISH 



Westminster Abbey  

ENGLISH 



Recognize these? 

ENGLISH 



Studying Medieval Stained Glass 

• http://www.therosewin

dow.com/pilot/index.h

tm  

• http://www.newyorkca

rver.com/stainedglass

.htm 

• http://www.metmuseu

m.org/toah/hd/glas/hd

_glas.htm  

http://www.therosewindow.com/pilot/index.htm
http://www.therosewindow.com/pilot/index.htm
http://www.therosewindow.com/pilot/index.htm
http://www.newyorkcarver.com/stainedglass.htm
http://www.newyorkcarver.com/stainedglass.htm
http://www.newyorkcarver.com/stainedglass.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/glas/hd_glas.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/glas/hd_glas.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/glas/hd_glas.htm

