Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975)

Directed by Terry Gilliam and Terry Jones;  Produced by Michael White Productions, Python Pictures Ltd., The National Film Trustee Company and Twickenham Film Studios.

DVD:  Special Edition, Sony Pictures, 23 October 2001

Major Cast Members:

Graham Chapman ....  King Arthur/Voice of God/Middle Head/Hiccoughing Guard 

John Cleese ....            Second Swallow-Savvy Guard/The Black Knight/Peasant 3/Sir Lancelot, the 

                      Brave/Taunting French Guard/Tim the Enchanter

 Eric Idle .... 
        Dead Collector/Peasant 1/Sir Robin the Not-Quite-So-Brave-as-Sir Launcelot/First         

                      Swamp Castle Guard/Concorde/Roger the Shrubber/Brother Maynard 

Terry Gilliam .... 
        Patsy/Green Knight/Old Man from scene 24 (Bridgekeeper)/Sir 

        Bors/Animator/Gorilla Hand 

Terry Jones .... 
        Dennis's Mother/Sir Bedevere/Left Head/Voice of Cartoon Scribe/Prince Herbert 

Michael Palin .... 
First Swallow-Savvy Guard/Dennis/Peasant 2/Right Head/Sir Galahad the Pure/Narrator/King of Swamp Castle/Brother Maynard's Brother/Leader of The Knights who say NI! 

Connie Booth .... 
        The Witch 

Carol Cleveland ....      Zoot/Dingo 

Neil Innes .... 
         First Monk/Singing Minstrel/Page Crushed by the Rabbit/Peasant #4

Bee Duffell .... 
         Old Crone 

John Young .... 
         Dead Body/Historian Frank 

Rita Davies .... 
         Historian's Wife 

Avril Stewart .... 
         Dr. Piglet 

Sally Kinghorn ....        Dr. Winston

Script: http://www.intriguing.com/mp/_scripts/grail.asp 

Or for the original, pre-production script: http://www.intriguing.com/mp/_scripts/mp-holy.asp
IMDB Reference Page: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071853/
IMDB Memorable Quotes: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071853/quotes
Monty Python’s Completely Useless Web Page (stills, sounds, and scripts): http://www.intriguing.com/mp/holygrail.asp
Major Reviews:  

Vincent Canby, New York Times, April 28, 1975



 HYPERLINK http://movies2.nytimes.com/mem/movies/review.html?_r=2&title1=&title2=Monty%20Python%20and%20the%20Holy%20Grail%20%28Movie%29&r
http://movies2.nytimes.com/mem/movies/review.html?_r=2&title1=&title2=Monty%20Python%20and%20the%20Holy%20Grail%20%28Movie%29&reviewer=&v_id=33208&oref=slogin
James Berardinelli, Collossus.net, 2001

http://movie-reviews.colossus.net/movies/m/monty_grail.html
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Questions 3…er, 5.

1. Would you consider this a parody or a satire of the Arthurian Legend, or both or neither?  What elements of the film lead you to this conclusion?

2. What do you think the Pythons are trying to say about the legend of Arthur and his knights?  Do you see any political commentary in their humor?  Is there a deeper message at all? 

3. What expectations about the traditional Arthurian legend do the Pythons play against and why?

4. What elements of the Arthurian legend do you see twisted into new forms by the film?  

5.      How does the use of anachronism in Monty Python and the Holy Grail provide opportunities for satire 

         and irony?
Bonus Question:  What is the airspeed velocity of an unladen swallow?

**No Llamas Were Harmed in the Writing of This Preview**

Contributed by Will and Brett
