The Arthurian Tradition Timeline: go back in and add details to the items you’ve read to help you remember. I’ve done a few to start you.
	Date
	Event, Work, Writer
	Importance

	410 C.E.
	Rome pulls out of Britain
	

	? c. 450
	Riothamus (if he existed) campaigning in Brittany
	

	547
	Gildas writes de Excidio
	

	534-599
	Taliesin’s lifetime; he writes the elegy for Owain and The Spoils of Annwyn
	

	601
	Battle of Catraeth, about which Aneirin (born c. 544) writes Y Gododdin 
	“he was no Arthur”

	731
	Bede’s Ecclesiastical History 
	

	c. 800
	Nennius—first Latin chronicle to name Arthur
	calls him dux bellorum (duke of battles); 12 battles

	9th c
	Stanzas of the Graves 
	battle of Camlann, hard to say where Arthur’s grave is

	891
	Anglo-Saxon Chronicle begins; collation of previous histories does not mention Arthur
	

	900
	Welsh Annales Cambriae 
	gives dates of 518 to battle of Badon and 539 Camlan, “in which Arthur & Medraut fell”

	10th c
	Elegy for Geraint (preserved in later Black Book of Carmarthen) 
	calls Arthur “emperor”

	10th c
	Tale of Arthur and the Porter
	

	1019
	Life of St. Goeznovius 
	Arthur a king with continental base of operations

	11th c
	Book of Taliesin copied
	

	11th c
	Welsh triads (englyns) copied down
	3 queens of Arthur, etc.

	1071-1126
	William IX, Duke of Poitou (the troubadour duke)
	

	1090-1145
	Lifetime of Robert, Earl of Gloucester 
	Geoffrey dedicates the Historia to him

	1122-1204
	Lifetime of Eleanor of Aquitaine
	

	1125
	William of Malmesbury
	

	1133-1189
	Lifetime of Henry II
	

	1137
	Geoffrey of Monmouth, Historia de regum Brittaniae
	

	1145-1198
	Lifetime of Marie de Champagne, daughter of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Louis VII of France
	

	1155
	Wace, chaplain lisant to Eleanor: Roman de Brut. 
	translates Geoffrey into Norman French; adds Round Table

	1155-60
	Thomas of Britain, Tristan 
	(courtly tradition)

	1168-73
	Eleanor, separated from Henry II, holds court in Poitiers
	

	c. 1170
	Marie de France, Lais
	

	1170-1180s
	Chrétien de Troyes’ great Arthurian romances: Erec et Enide, Cliges, The Knight of the Cart, Yvain or the Knight of the Lion
	Erec first names Lancelot; Cart first describes their fin’amor relationship

	1184-86
	Andreas Capellanus, The Art of Honest Loving and Repudiation of Dishonest Loving (The Art of Love)
	

	1180s-1191
	Chrétien begins work on Perceval, or the Holy Grail
	

	1180s-90s
	Béroul, Romance of Tristan 
	 “primitive” tradition

	1190s
	Giraldus Cambrensis, Itinerarium Cambriae
	mentions Morgan le Fay and Glastonbury as Arthur’s death site

	1200
	Layamon, Brut
	first full translation into English

	1210
	Gottfried von Strassburg’s Tristan 
	(German); translated into Icelandic prose by 1226

	13th c
	Cantare on the Death of Tristan
	Tradition is already in Italy (Modena Cathedral door, 1090-1120)


