ENGL 201
 

Lesson Plan Assignment
 

If you are planning to become a teacher, you may choose the option of designing a set of lesson plans for ten class days that will allow you to teach some of the literature we are reading in ENGL 201 (or similar works) to a designated group of students. (For instance, you may choose to teach Julius Caesar to high school students instead of The Tempest.) If you choose to do this assignment, you can substitute it for the reflection paper requirement. You may use any standard lesson plan format you have been taught, assuming that it covers the following:

· You must describe to me the students you will be teaching and the setting in which you are teaching (i.e. age, socioeconomic background, achievement level, what kind of school you envision, where you are in the year, marking period, etc.)

· You must clarify your goals for teaching this literature: what do you hope to achieve by doing so? What are the students going to learn by reading and working with this literature?

· You must describe the materials you will be teaching, the activities you will be pursuing, and the learning that you expect will be going on. This need not be a narrative; it could consist of lists, calendars or schedules, handouts, sample activity directions and worksheets, etc. Remember that the best classes have students using a variety of learning activities actively; they don=t just sit there and listen to lectures or vaguely Adiscuss@ the works. If you have handouts or sample activities to include, this will improve the lesson plans.

· You must describe how you will evaluate what the students have learned by studying this material.

· You must conclude by reflecting on the value of teaching this material. Why should the students in the setting you have described know about this literature? What is its role in your imagined curriculum?

· You must document any material you take from secondary sources in MLA form.

I have some sample lesson plans in my office that you may consult if you=re interested in doing this assignment. The Instructional Technology Center in 307 Withers has a large library of state-approved textbooks and audio-visual materials that you might consult if you=re looking for ideas or texts that are appropriate for your selected age group. In addition, the Writing Center can help you edit and polish the plans you write to make sure that they are accurate, clear, and correct. In the end, you may not only have a solid assignment for this class but a valuable contribution to your teaching portfolio, so put your best efforts into these projects.


The last possible day to turn in any revised lesson plans is December 2, in class. If you are doing this assignment, you must clear its topic and scope with me by November 11.

