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Name ______________________________________
MDST 300 Take-Home Test 1
Due 

This take-home test is open-book, open notes; you may not use any other materials than our books, our class web site, handouts from the class, and your notes to complete it. (No Googling!) You are on your honor to maintain academic integrity during the administration of this test. You may take up to 2.5 hours (150 minutes) to complete the test. Please fill out the information below and include it as part of this Word document.

When you have finished the test, upload it as a Word document to www.turnitin.com by Friday, October 4, at NOON. Turnitin ID # is 6795162 and our password is ______________________.
Time you finished the test _________________________________


Time you started the test __________________________________


Elapsed time:  ____________________________________________

HONOR PLEDGE
By submitting this test to www.turnitin.com, I certify that I have neither given nor received help in completing this examination. By submitting this test, I certify that I have not used any materials except those specifically allowed for the completion of the test. I have completed this test in accordance with the Winthrop Code of Student Conduct.

One correct Works Cited Page (2009 MLA format) is required for the entire exam. Omission of a correct Works Cited Page will be a mandatory 10 pt deduction.  
Signature _____________________________________________________

Part I. Short Answers: About a paragraph (5 points each)

Define or explain 10 of the following technical terms used to describe medieval concepts or social structures IN YOUR OWN WORDS. Give a specific example to illustrate each term.

	a. Canon law
	b.  Allegory

	c. eremitic monasticism
	d.  Vulgate Bible

	e. vassalage
	f.  Investiture Controversy

	g. Holy Roman Emperor
	h.  Benedictine Rule

	i. Romanesque
	j.  Trivium & Quadrivium

	k. Iconoclast
	l.  “a just war”

	m. Sunni and Shiite
	n.  “the City of God” and “the City of Man”


Part II. Essay #1: Historiography and Interpretation.  25 Points.  Answer ONE of the following in a well-supported, carefully-organized essay of at least 400 words. Cite all borrowed material correctly in MLA form and provide a Works Cited page at the end of the entire exam. Please double-space your answer.

A. How does the discovery of the Staffordshire Hoard affect our preconceived notions about the Middle Ages? How does it change the way we respond to this period?
B. After reading the various accounts of Pope Urban’s speech at the Council of Clermont and reading about the Islamic historian Ibn Khaldoun, what do you believe were the underlying causes of the First Crusade? What does comparing “eyewitness” accounts like this do to your sense of the “constructedness” of medieval history?
C. Think about the differences between the ways the people of the Middle Ages read and used the Bible to interpret the world and the way(s) in which many people read and use the Bible as an interpretative tool today, as was discussed in both Chs. 1 and 4 of the textbook. What would you say are the major differences between how the Middle Ages ‘saw’ the Bible and how modern Christians see it? In particular, how did the ways of reading the Bible articulated by Augustine shape those different ways of seeing the world?
Part III. Essay #2: Specifics.  25 Points.  Answer ONE of the following in a well-supported, carefully-organized essay of three or four paragraphs. Make sure your answer has a clear THESIS.

D. What are the major impacts of the rise of monasticism on Western Europe in the Middle Ages? Why was it such a popular movement, and what were the implications of that popularity?
E. Using Chapter 10 of the textbook and Macauley’s DVD Castle, discuss how castles contributed to the rise of cities—and how cities contributed to the downfall of castles.  How do the growth of feudalism and the three-part division of society (those who fight/ those who work/ those who pray) fit into this picture?
F. What were the chief means by which the Church attempted to spread Christianity throughout Western Europe as the Middle Ages progressed? Which means were most successful, and which (based on the evidence you’ve seen so far) were the most problematic? 
