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Caedmon’s Hymn {c. 680 C.E.)

Nu sculon herigean = heofaonrices weard,

meotodes meahte ond his modgepanc,

weorc wuldorfaeder, swa he wundra gehwaes,

ece drihten, or onstealde.

He zerest sceop eor0an bearnum
heofon to hrofe, halig scyppend;

pa middangeard moncynnes weard,

ece drihten, . eefter teode

firum foldan, «+frea almihtig.

Now we must praise the Protector of the
heavenly kingdom,

the might of the Measurer = and His mind's
purpose,

the work of the Father of Glory, ' as He for each
of the woenders,

the-eternal Lord,  established a beginning.

He shaped first . for the sons of the Earth
heaven as a roof, the Holy Maker;

then the Middle-World, ~mankind's Guardian,

the eternal Lord, % made afterwards,

solid ground for men, the almighty Lord.


http://www.heorot.dk/caedmon-notes.html

Bede’s Ecclesiastical History (733 C.E.) -
~Recorded in Northumbr
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CEDMON’S HYMN
WEST SAXON VERSION

Text from MS. Tanner 10 (T), with variants from the other
MSS. (for the sigla, see Introd., pp. xcv-xcvii)

Nu sculon herigean heofonrices weard,
meotodes meahte and his modgepanc,
weorc wuldorfieder, swa he wundra gehwas,
ece drihten, or onstealde.
He wrest sceop eorBan bearnum
heofon to hrofe, halig scyppend;
pa middangeard moncynnes weard,
ece drihten, efter teode
firum foldan, frea mlmihtig.

Cadmon’s Hymn 1 Nu] Ne C; Nu we with we added above the line O; Nu we
Co BHW Bdy Ln Mg Try Ld, Hr  sculon berigean] herigan sculon B
sculon] sculan O; sceolan Co Ld, Hr; sculun Lu; sceolon T, herigean]
hergean C; herian O H Bd, Ln Mg Hr; herian heri with heri underiined for
deletion W; herian berian with second berian underiined for deletion Ldy;
herion T'ry heofonrices] heofenrices 77y 2 meotodes] metodes C O
Ca B; metoddes with first d dotled bemeath for deletion W metudes H Bd,
Ln Mg Try Ld, Hr meahte] mihte CO Ca B W Mg Tv, Ld, Hr; myhte
H Bd,; michte Ln and] Ond C modgepanc] modgepone C O 3
weorc] weoroda C; wera with a gllered from o O; wera Ca; wurc H Bd, My
wuldorfieder] wuldorgodes B, wuldorfeder 7ry; wuldorfader with o allered
from u H; wulder fder Ld, Hr wundra gehwas] wuldres gebhwas Co;
wundra fela B; wundra gehwilc # W Mg wundra gehwyle Ln Try; wundra
tooeo¥le with y olteved from i Bd, 35-5¢ wundra .., He] Noft in Hr
4 cce] eche Ln drihten) dryhten O or onstealde] Nof in Ld,, which adds
pa before he, I. 5 or] obrd with d added cbove the line O; ord Ca B H
Bdy Lm Mg Try; word W onstealde] astealde B H W Bd, In Tv,;
astalde Mg S He] Hu (or Nu?) T, mrest] wres Co; wrust Ln; erust
Try; (yrest W sceop] scop C; gesceop O H Bé,; gescop Ca W Mg Ln Try
corBan] With ¢ crowded in ofter the rest hod been wvilten Ca; corpl C; corSe
Ld, Hr; yida H W Bd, In Mg Tn, bearnum| An erasure of fwo or
three letters after this word O 6 heofon] heofen with the second ¢ dotied
beneath for deletion and o writlen above it W hrofe] rofe Ca W Mg
halig scyppend] Ld, and Hr omit this half-line here but insert halig scyppeod
of the end of the poem cfter frea wimihtig  scyppend] scypend C;

(Continued at foot of p. 107.)
106

BEDE’S DEATH SONG
NORTHUMBRIAN VERSION

Text from MS. 254, St. Gall (Sg), with variants from the other
MSS. (for the sigla, see Introd., pp. ci-cii)

Fore thaem neidfacrae naenig uuiurthit
thoncsnotturra, than him tharf sie
to ymbhycggannae aer his hiniongae
huaet his gastae godaes acththa yflaes
5 aefter deothdaege doemid uueorthae.

Bede's Death Song 1 Fore] fere Z thaem] th'e Sg; thae Ba; the Ad;
K MuKl; Hk V Z Ads Me; see Note neidfacrae] neidfare Ad,; neidfacre
Kl;; neydiaere Mu; neidfacre Kby HEk V Z Me; neidfacere Ady uuiurthit
vilitrthit Mu 2 thoncsnotturra] toncsnotturra K/,; thonesnotturra
Kb, thonscnothturra Ad, tharf] Witk { odded cbove the line Sg; thars
Mu; cheaf Kiy; theal Hk V Z Ady; traf Me  sic] si¢ Hk Ady 3 to] tho
Kiy ymbhycggannae] ymbhycgganng Bo; ymbicggannae Kl;; ymhicg-
gannae Kl V; ymhycggannae Hk Z Ads Me  hiniongae] With a added
above the line Sg; hyniongae Ki, 4 huaet] huaex Ki; Hk V Z Ads Me
gastae] gaste Ady Kiy Mu Kiy Hk V Z Ady Me  godaes)] godeles Ki; HE
V Z Me; godoles Ad;  acththa] a&htha Sg Be 5 aefter] aester Ad,
KhMuKlyHEV Z AdysMe  deothdaege) deohtdaege Kis HE V Z Ady Me
doemid] doemud Ad;; doemnl KI, Mw; doemit Ki; Hk V Z Ady Me
uucorthae] Witk a odded cbove the line Sg; uucorthe Ady Ki, Kis HkV Z
Ads Me; vucorthe Mu

(Continued from p. 106.)

scippend W 7 pa middangeard] Sa middongeard O; pe middangeard
B; middangearde H ILn Mg Tvy; middancar;..;W; ... daneayde
Bd, moncynnes] manncynnes B W; mancynnes H Bd, Mg mankynnes
ILn Tn, weard) The letler ¢ erased after this word Ln 8 ece] eche In
dnhten| dryhten O; drihi Co; drihtent Hr  mfter] off Co; epter Tvy;
efter Hr  teode] An erasure of one letter (d7) after 0 O; code C; tida H W
Bd, In Mg T, 9 firum| find C; fyrum B W Ld,; fyra Hr; pirum Tr,
foldan) Witk n odded cbove the line O; on foldum H W Bd, Ln Mg Tr,; on
folden Ld, Hr frea] euca Ty xlmihtig] mimyhtig H; calmihti W;
clmihtig Tv,; Ld, and Hr add halig scyppeod (for 1. 6b) after wlmihtig




So this class will cover

The historical development of Old English

The major cultural and social factors that shaped the
language

The sources of the.Old English lexis {(vocabulary) and
how these lexical items have come down to us today

The evolution of dialects of Old English

Thesimpact of the Scandinavian invasions on the
English we speak today

Attempts to teach and preserve Old English
Phonemic differences in Old English
Gender in a linguistic sense

Grammar, concord,-inflections;and inflectional
morphemes



Around 449 C.E.

Jutland

after Bc: North Sea

Northern Anglian
{precursor of Scots)

. Angles . .
Northumbria 2 Frisian islands
Saxons

Anglian {large
dialect area Angles
north of Thames)

Mercia

Wessex ( Franks )
winchester.—*

Raymond Hickey
December 2005

Routes taken across the North Sea by Germanic tribes in the 5¢. The Jutes came from Jutland and
settled in Kent. The Saxons came from the area of present-day (Lower) Saxony and settled largely
south of the River Thames. The Angles came from the lower part of the the Jutland peninsula which
is now Schleswig Holstein in Germany and settled in central and northern Englancl.

The lines in the above map are very approximate. Many of the settlers may have crossed the North
Sea from the area of present-day Belgium as this would have involved the shortest sea journey.




Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms & Dialects

£ MERCIAN




AUéustiné*éf Cant’e‘;rbury"(-a. 604 CE)

Vespasian Psalter c. 600.CE
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The Anglo-Saxon Book Riddle

Mec feonda sum feore besnypede, An enemy came, claiming my life.
woruldstrenga binom, weette sippan, My worldly strength he stripped, then wet me,
dyfde on weetre, dyde eft bonan' Drowne_d me in _\NBtET then drew me out,
herum pam pe ic haefde. Heard mec sippan The hair I'had. A hard edged knife :
snasesises ecg, sindrum begrinden
fingras feoldan, ond mec fugles wyn With swift drops made many traces
geond speddropum spyrede geneahhe, Across my brown skin's breadth, imbibing the tree-
ofer brunne brerd, beamtelge swealg, dye,
streames dzele, stop eft on mec, A valley stream strode across me
sipade sweartlast. Mecsippan wrah And left a dark path. A pious man clothed me
haeled hleobordum, hyde bepenede, In boards, then hauled hide across me
gierede mec mid golde; forpon me gliwedon Bedecked with gold; | was glad to be bound by
wraetlic weorc smipa, wire bifongen. The smith's fine. work of wire around me.
Nu pa gereno ond se reada telg Now the decorations and the dye of red
ond pa wuldorgesteald wide maere In such wondrlous forms give wider fame
dryhtfolca helm, hales dol wite. To the-people’s protector from the pains of hell.
Gif min bearn wera brucan willad, If the children.of men choose to enjoy me
hy beod py gesundran ond by sigefeestran, I/Ih.e}'] shall ]E’ﬁ safer hand .Sure; of.wgtory,
heortum py hweetran ond py hygeblipran, W[g t'e]E QL .cteart, f}(ﬁp'e.r Of mlnd ¢
ferpe py frodran, habbap freonda py ma, el Ol Tt ol

; Who are dearer and faster, more faithful and better,
swaesra ond gesibbra, sopra ond godra, Kinder and fairer, who foster glory
tilra ond getreowra, ba hyra tyr ond ead With fondest love and fellowship,
estum ycad ond hy arstafum Kindness links them, its loving embrace
lissum bilecgad o_nd hi quar) faepmum Holding them soundly. Say what | am,
faeste clyppad. Frige hweetic hatte, That is' needful to man. My name is famous,
nipum to nytte. Nama min is maere, A giver of healing, and holy.too.

halepum gifre ond halig sylf.
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The Old English Lexis

* Germanic word-stock (see Algeo p. 90-91)—
large percentage of overall vocabulary

* Old English already borrowing from other

languages; see the surviving words we got
from the

— Native Celts

— Early borrowings from Roman soldiers and
merchants

— Words from Scandinavian invader/settlers



Celtic Words
in the Old English Lexis

e Geographic words: bre, tun, dun, cumb (words
for hills, valleys;etc., mostly surviving in place
names)

e Afew words from Celtic Christianity: cros; dry-
(druid), possibly curse

e A few random words: bannuc (a small bit:
bannock), binn (a basket), brocc(‘brock; a
badger)



Early Roman Borrowings
in the Old English Lexis

e Words from merchants’ and
soldiers’vocabularies: castrum (-caster)
[Chester]}, wine, candle, belt, weall [wall]

 Place names: Bath, Canter-byrig (Canterbury)



sky
cake

skin
leg
skill
anger
flat
horse

Scandinavian words
in the Old English Lexis

odd
ugly
get
give
take
raise
call

die



Grammatical Gender (p.91-92)

Linguistic term for categories of inflectional
classes—Indo-European survival

Has NOTHING to.do with the biology.of the houn
we're talking about (as you learned in MLAN)

Old English recognizes three genders (masculine,
fenrinine, neuter)

Must have CONCORD—pronouns, adjectives,
demonstratives must agree in GENDER with the
grammatical gender of the noun

Leads to many different allomerphs of various
inflectional morphemes



Old English Morphemes: Case

The nominative case indicated the subject of the sentence, for example se cyning
means 'the king'. It was also used for direct address. Adjectives in the predicate
(qualifying a noun on the other side of 'to be') were also’in the nominative.

The accusative case indicated the direct object of the sentence, for example
Apelbald lufode pone cyning means "Zbpelbald loved the king", where £pelbald is
the subject and the king is the object. Already the accusative had begun to merge
with the nominative; it was never distinguished in the plural, or in'a neuter noun.

The genitive case indicated possession, for example the pees cyninges scip.is "the
ship of the king" or "the king's ship”.

The dative case indicated the indirect object of the sentence, for example hringas
pbaem cyninge means "rings for the king" or "rings'to the king". There were also
several verbs which took direct objects in the dative.

The instrumental case indicated @ means used to dchieve something, for example
lifde sweorde, "he lived by the sword", where-sweorde is the instrumental form-of
sweord. During the Old English period, the instrumental was falling out of use,
having largely merged with the dative. Only pronouns and strong adjectives
retained separateforms for the inhstrumental.



The Case Allomorphs for Nouns: Memorize!:
Ancestor of our singulars, plurals, possessives

The Strong Noun Declension (noun NOT marked by a determiner: girls, some girls)

Case Masculine
Singular  Plural

Nominative

Accusative
Genitive

Dative/Instr.

Case Masculine
Singular

Nominative

Accusative
Genitive

Dative/Instr.

Neuter

Singular

Neuter
Singular

-€

Plural

u/ -

Feminine
Singular Plural

u/ - a

Feminine
Singular

-




