Online Course Worksheet: Development
Exercise Four
Selecting Materials
We know people learn differently. Some people are visual learners, others are auditory, others are kinesthetic. Different examples can help different learners. If you can show up for class with five good, different examples of a difficult concept then anybody can learn that concept. The problem is most of us have one good example. If a student doesn’t understand the example, we often just repeat it, only slower and louder. 
The Internet is a place filled with examples. They are hidden in odd places sometimes, so you have to know where/how to look for them. The list of links below can help you find them.

http://merlot.org
Merlot (Multimedia Educational Resources for Learning and Online Teaching) is not only a tasty wine, but also a collection of reuseable learning objects. Search by keywords or categories. Read other’s reviews and provide your own. MERLOT has this to say about itself:

“MERLOT is a leading edge, user-centered, searchable collection of peer reviewed, higher education, online learning materials created by registered members, and a set of faculty development support services. MERLOT's vision is to be a premiere online community where faculty, staff, and students from around the world share their learning materials and pedagogy.” 

http://youtube.com 

I know you may think of YouTube as a place where you can watch videos of cute puppies or strange people doing strange things, but you can also find examples of content here as well. Use the search function to search for content related to your area. Because most of these are filed by user generated search terms, it is possible that you may need to keep looking for the right term to use.
http://teachertube.com
Fairly new to the Internet, Teacher Tube is a place that stores only education related videos. You search for them in the same manner as YouTube, but these should be only related to education. Historically their focus has been on k-12 learners, and I don’t know how many are appropriate for adult learners.
http://www.googleguide.com/
I know you know Google, but how well does anybody really know Google? Seriously. Google has so many new features that it is hard to keep track. GoogleGuide is an online tutorial that will help you learn to use Google better to find examples for your students. 
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