Children, Youth, and Families


Children, Youth, and Families

No city is livable that fails to create a safe, welcoming, and enjoyable environment for children youth and families.  Children need opportunities to grow and learn and the city of Rock Hill shows a commitment to this mission through the Commission on Children and Youth.  Further, educational opportunities and the quality of schools play a major part of this process.  Figure 6 reports respondents’ grades of Rock Hill on the quality of schools.
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Figure 6

 The quality of schools



Nearly two thirds of respondents gave Rock Hill a “good” or “excellent” grade on the quality of schools.  A scant 7.8% negatively evaluated Rock Hill schools.  One need only read the “report card” put out by the SC Department of Education to know that our schools offer an excellent learning environment.  Much of the credit for this goes to Rock Hill School District Three for demanding excellence and trying innovative approaches.


Educational opportunities do not end with high school, however.  It is important to the educational health of a community, as well as its economic health, to offer educational opportunities beyond high school.  Figure 7 displays citizens’ grades for the city on this issue.
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Figure 7

 Educational opportunities beyond High School



The response is unequivocal.  Nearly 80% of respondents give Rock Hill a “good” or “excellent” grade in this area.  The reasons for this seem obvious: York Tech and Winthrop.  Rock Hill is extremely fortunate to be the home to two outstanding learning institutions.  York Tech is an institution on the cutting edge of technology and truly lives up to its motto, “You can go anywhere from here,” by preparing students to enter the workforce or other institutions of higher learning.  I would also argue that York Tech is a major contributor to the economic health of Rock Hill.  Although this report is being generated by a research arm of Winthrop University, I do not think it overtly displays bias to state that Rock Hill benefits from being the home to an institution that regularly receives national recognition for its commitment to excellence.


Another key aspect for livability for children, youth, and families is recreational opportunities.  Figures 8 and 9 display respondents’ grades of Rock Hill for recreational programs, in general, and recreational programs for children.
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Figure 8

 Recreational programs, in general
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Figure 9

 Recreational programs for children



The modal grade for Rock Hill in both of these areas is “B.”  Both areas receive “good” or “excellent” grades from roughly 60% of the population.  I believe this is due to a combination of efforts from public entities and private businesses in both Rock Hill and York County.  In addition to many private companies offering recreational options, our area has an impressive collection of public areas, parks, and programs administered by local government entities.


Finally, healthy families need healthy neighborhoods.  Figure 10 reports citizens’ grades for Rock Hill with respect to the quality of neighborhoods.
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Figure 10

  The quality of neighborhoods 


Nearly half of the respondents gave Rock Hill a “good” grade on the quality of neighborhoods and over 60% gave Rock Hill an excellent or good, collectively.  That a mere 6.5% gave a grade of “poor” or “failing” is a testament not only to government institutions such as Neighborhood Empowerment, but to the city’s general efforts and future plans to strengthen and revitalize the neighborhoods of Rock Hill.
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