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Microsoft Expression Web is a web page development program that is one component of the Expression Studio suite of four programs for designing and developing web sites (see http://www.microsoft.com/expression/expression-studio/overview.aspx).  You will use Expression Web to create web pages in your Winthrop web site. 

Introduction

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A web is a collection of files that are linked to each other and can be accessed by an internet browser such a Internet Explorer, Netscape Navigator or Mozilla FireFox.  A web page is a file in a web, also called a web document, that contains text and special statements written in a language called HTML discussed below. All of a user's web page files are stored in one (or more) directory(s) on a computer that acts as a web server.  The home page is the initial page that is accessed by a web browser to access all of the pages in a web.  The home page may have a special name called the default name that is expected by the web browser if no name is given to the browser. The Microsoft web server names the home page 'Default.htm'.  Another default name used on other systems is 'index.html'.  The '.htm' and '.html' extensions of these names indicate that these files contain HTML statements.  The '.htm' extension is used on Microsoft Windows computers, while the '.html' extension is used on computers using other operating systems such as Unix or Linux.

Using Your Winthrop Birdnest Web site

First, if you have not already done so, you must have your Winthrop web site created for you. To do this, start a browser window (for example, start Internet Explorer) and enter the web address www.birdnest.org.  You then enter your Winthrop username and password. (If you have not gotten your Winthrop username and password, you will have to go to Tillman 15.)  Finally, click the Create Web button.  Your web site will be created within several hours or by the next day.
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Once you web site is created, then you, or anyone, can go to your web site by entering its web address into a browser.  If you name is Roger Smith and your Winthrop username is SmithR5, then your Winthrop web site address is http://www.birdnest.org/smithr5 and so you type this address into the address box of the browser. Try it now with your Winthrop web address to see that your Winthrop web site exists.
You should get a blank page displayed,such as the following example for the username FosterK1.
If you type in your web address incorrectly then the browser will display a “Page cannot be found” message.  Check that you typed the web address correctly.  This is the most common error in trying to access a web page.

If you did type it correctly, then there may be another problem which you should be able to solve by starting Expression Web and opening your web site.

Starting Expression Web
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Start Expression Web from the Start menu and login in with your Winthrop username and password.
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When Expression Web starts, you should get a window that might look like this:

Look at this window.  There are five panes displayed in this example.  The center pane is the editor area where you will type in text and insert other things to create a web page. It currently has a blank page displayed with the name “Untitled_1.htm”.  Close this pane by clicking the close button in the pane to the right of the Untitled.htm file name tab.

Opening Your Birdnest Web Site
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Open your www.Birdnest.org web site by clicking File and Open Site.  
In the Site Name: box at the bottom of the Open Site window, type in the

web address of your web site is in the format 

http://www.birdnest.org/yourusername
For the FosterK1 username, it would look like this
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Your Expression Web window should look something like this:

Notice that in the Folder List pane on the top left, the main folder name is your web site name, and then there are sub folders named _private, home, and images, and a file named Default.htm.  This Default.htm file was created for you and is the web page that is displayed when someone enters your web site address into a browser as exemplified in the middle of page 1 above.
(If there is no Default.htm file in your web directory, then when you type in your web address into a browser, it would display a Page not found message.  The first thing you should do is to create a web page named Default.htm if it is missing.)

Task Panes
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In this example, there are five panes, called task panes, being displayed in the Expression web window. You will not immediately need all of them, and so let’s remove the Toolbox task pane, the Apply Styles task pane, and the Tag Properties task pane by clicking the close button  in each of them.
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Your Expression Web window should now look like this with the Folder List pane on the left and the editor pane on the right.
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You can display, or hide/remove, any task pane by using the Task Panes main menu item and clicking the panes you want displayed or removed.  In the partial list of task panes shown here, you can see a few of the panes that can be displayed, including the Tag Properties and the Apply Styles panes that you just removed from the window.  The last item of the list will reset the original five panes in the Expression Web window, since these might be considered the more commonly used panes.  We will not need these panes for now.
Creating a Web Page

A fundamental function of Expression web is to allow you to create a web page. 
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To create a new web page, you can click File and then New and then select Page from the menu, 

or alternatively, click the New Page icon on the right of the tool bar.
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You will have a blank page displayed in the editor pane.  The editor pane has three tabs along the bottom of the pane, a Design tab, a Split tab and a Code tab.

Currently, the Design tab is selected and so you are looking at the page in design view.  This is the commonly used view since it allows you to simply begin typing the text and inserting things that you want displayed in the web page when someone views it over the Internet. It is the easiest to use.  For example, type in a line such as “This is Roger Smith’s Home Page”, but using your own name.  
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The editor pane should look like this. The little “p” and the box around the line of text indicates that you have created a “paragraph” in the web page.
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If you press the Enter key, then the editor pane will become like this, showing that you are now creating another paragraph. Paragraphs in the web page are separated by a blank line

[image: image17.png][l Web Ste | [untiled_t htm*

[1 =

‘This is Roger Smith's Home Page
(]

Esplt BCode

sl=l




Saving the Web Page
You can save to the web in your web site directory by using the File, Save As options of the main menu bar.

The Save As window probably will specify a file name based on the first line of text in the document.  For example, the Roger Smith home page document might have this filename included in the file name box
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Instead, save this as the Default.htm file, so type this file name in the file name box:
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Notice that you do not have to actually include the “.htm” extension on the filename since it will be added for you.  If you already have a Default.htm file, then you will get a message asking you if you want to replace it, so click Yes.
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Closing the Web Page
When you are done working on a web page, you can close it (and save it) by clicking the File, Close main menu option.  A window is displayed that allows for Yes, No and Cancel options.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Editing a web page
You can edit an existing web page by opening it in Expression Web.  You can change the font, the font size, and do the other things to the text as you would do in Microsoft Word.  

When you are done editing the page, then click File | Save as and then click on the item “Default” in the list box of the “Save As” window.  

Alternatively, you can type a file name in the “File name:” box  at the bottom of the “Save As” window. Notice that by default, the first few words that you typed in the web page edit window as used as a default file name unless you type in or click on a different file name.  

Finally, click the OK button of the “Save As” window to save the page in your web. 

HTML Code for a Web Page

A web page is actually made up of text (characters) to be displayed, and HTML “tags” that indicate how the text is to be displayed. Altogether, this is called and HTML document.  The important fact is that every web page on the Internet is an HTML document!!! Therefore, HTML, or rather HTML tags, are the basis for the world wide web.  So what are these HTML tags? An HTML tag indicates the beginning or an ending of a method of displaying something on the web page.  Think of something that is underlined.  There is the beginning of the underline and ending of the underline.  So there will be a beginning underline tag, then the text that is underlined, and then an ending underline tag. It’s simple to do.  The beginning underline tag is <u> and the ending underline tag is </u>. It is always the case that the ending tag for a display feature starts with the “</“characters.  Also, every tag begins with the left arrow < and ends with the right arrow > characters.  So if the line “This is Roger Smith’s Home Page” is to be underlined then the actual HTML would be 

<u>This is Roger Smith’s Home Page</u>

and to make this a separate paragraph, you would enclose it in paragraph tags as

<p><u>This is Roger Smith’s Home Page</u></p>

Let’s see how Expression Web has created the Roger Smith Home web page with the underlining of this line.  First, you can underline the line by highlighting it and clicking on the underline icon [image: image1.png]


.  
Alternatively, you can use Format, Font and select the Underline option, but it takes more clicks.
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The editor pane would look like this. Notice that the line of text is now underlined.  Also, notice that the p paragraph indicator has changed to “p.style1”.  This refers to something called a “style” which is not explained in this tutorial.

Now let’s look at the actual HTML coding of this web page. To see the HTML code, click the Code tag at the bottom of the editor pane to see the HTML code already written for you. This is what you would see.
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There is more HTML code in this particular example then we explain here, but you should note in particular that the line “This is Roger Smith’s Home Page” begins and ends with paragraph tags.  However, the beginning paragraph tag specifies “attributes” of this line, namely, its width, its height and its style which is defined above as an underline style in the <style> ... </style> element of this HTML document that defines the style named “.style1”.  

The Expression Web program created all of the HTML for you when you typed in the text in design view.  Much of this HTML code is not actually required and there are variations that can be used.  Here is a version for this HTML document that produces the same display on the browser.
<html>

<head>

<title>Untitled 1</title>

</head>

<body>

<p><u>This is Roger Smith's Home Page</u></p>

</body>

</html>

You can use the Code view in Expression Web to write the HTML document instead of using the Design view.  The advantage of using the Code view is that you have complete control of the HTML code (and the possibility of making coding mistakes).  The disadvantage is that you have to know the correct HTML syntax.  That is the advantage of using the Design view – you do not have to know any HTML syntax since the Expression Web program will create it for you.

Also, you can write the HTML document in a simple editor program, such as Microsoft NotePad – you do not need to use Expression Web to write the HTML document.  Then you can copy and paste the NotePad text into an Expression Web Editor pane (in Code view).
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Improving your web page - editing features of Expression Web
Expression Web provides for some basic editing options, just as with Microsoft Wrod. 

These are a few.
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Boldface, Italics and Underline: You can boldface, italicize or underline any text by highlighting the text (drag the mouse across it) and then click the appropriate icon on the button bar, or using the Format, Font option. 
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Font size: There are many different font size possible for the font you are using. You can change the font size of the text to the next larger size by highlighting the text and clicking once on the font size drop-down menu box which by default contains the words “Default size”, and selecting a font size.
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Justification: There are the three usual buttons available for left, center and right justification of the highlighted text.
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Color: You can color the text by clicking one the color button drop-down box arrows, one for the highlight color and one for the font color, and then clicking one of the colors in the palette displayed.
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Numbering and bullets: The lines of text can be automatically numbered or bulleted as you type them by clicking on either the number or bullet buttons.  Each time you press Enter, the next line starts with the next number or with a bullet.
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Hanging indent: Two buttons at the right side of the button bar allow for increasing the hanging indent one more position to the left or to the right.

Creating a hyperlink to a document or page
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An important feature of the internet / world-wide-web is the ability to move from one page to another by clicking on something in the first page that automatically links to the second page.  Such a connection is called a hyperlink, or just link.  To link two documents, you have to know the web address (URL) of the second document.  If you have a second web page in your directory, then Expression Web will supply the URL for it for you.  The link in the first document must be associated with something visible in the document, usually a word or phrase such as 'Click here', but also images can be used.  To create a hyperlink, highlight the word, phrase or whatever that will be the clickable item, and then click on the Create-Hyperlink button (a picture of the world + a chain link).  
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The Insert Hyperlink window appears, displaying the files in your web directory, and placing the cursor on the Address: text entry box.  If you want to link to one of these files, click on that file and Expression Web creates the link.  Otherwise, you will have to determine the URL for the document you want to link to and enter that URL in the Address: box.  When you click OK or press Enter, the link is created and the highlighted word or phrase is now displayed in your web page with a different color, usually blue and underlined.
Creating a new page
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To create a link from one page to another, you have to have the two pages existing as files, and so the issue is how to create a new page. To create a new page, you can click File | New | Page, or click the "New Page" button on the  button bar, and then a new web page file is created in the editor pane of the  window, with the file name “Untitled_1.htm” and a blank pane.  After you have typed into this edit pane and saved the new page in a new file, then you have created a new web page.

Exercise: Create a new web page named “My Courses” and in that page, list your course for this semester.  Create a link with the text “Home Page” that links to your Default.htm page. Then in your Default.htm page, create a link with the text “My Courses” that links to your “My Courses.htm” page.

You can be editing more than one web page at the same time and switch between the edit “windows” for the individual pages by clicking in the Window button on the main menu bar to get the drop-down list of edit windows that are currently in effect, and then click on one of them to have it displayed in the edit pane.

Inserting images in a web page
An image is a special type of file that a web browser can read and display as a graphic image on your computer screen.  Two types of image files, or image file formats, are GIF(.gif) files and bitmap (.bmp) files, but there are many other types of image file formats.  Its not really important to you to know about the different types, but you should be aware of the meaning of the different file extensions used for image file formats.  

You can insert an image in several ways, depending on where the image (file) is coming from.
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One way to click on the Insert main menu option, then click on Picture, then From File … .  
Next, assuming that the picture is on your computer’s C: or Z: drive, click on the My Computer item of the left pane in the window that pops up, and then click on the drive that contains your picture file, and continue until you get to the directory with the file and finally click on the picture file you want inserted.

For an example, click on the C:, then Documents and Settings, then Shared Documents, the Shared Pictures, then Sample Pictures, and finally click on one of the picture files in that directory.

You may find the picture is displayed too large, and so you might want to reduce it in size.  A fast way to reduce it is to right click on the picture and choose the Auto Thumbnail option which creates a thumbnail sized version of the picture.  

[image: image35.png]


[image: image36.png]


Another way is to right click on the and click on the Picture Properties item, and then in the Picture Properties window,
click on the Appearances tab, and now you can adjust the Specify Size and set the Width: or the Height: value.  In the illustration here, the width was set to 200 (pixels) and the height was automatically adjusted to 150.  Finish by clicking OK.

If you want an image that is somewhere on the web, you will have to find the URL of the image you want.
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Then click on Insert, HTML, Image. A small icon is inserted that looks like a small rectangle with a three geometric figures in it (a red square, green circle and blue triangle).
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Right click on this icon and click on the Hyperlink item at the bottom of the drop down menu.  In the Insert Hyperlink window that is now displayed, type the URL of the web address of the image you want inserted, and click OK.
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