Thesis Statements for GNED 102, Paper One
· 
Although people
 assert that they would rather live the life of the rich and famous, I would rather live 
as an ordinary person described as a servant by Plato and Homer because I would like to experience life to the fullest
.

· Revised:  As my Appalachian experience taught me, although I do see some benefit in being rich and famous, I will argue that it is better to be an ordinary person—analogous to the servants in Plato and Homer—because the simple life leads to the richest experiences.

· Despite all of the risks associated with being a soldier
, I will argue 
that my experience was a positive one—it was both educational and life-changing—because of the exposure of the military 
I no longer consider myself a cave dweller.

· Revised:  As regards [some way of thinking], despite the stereotype that the military transforms one into the kind of cave dweller/automaton that Plato loathes, I will argue that my military service—especially [the focus goes here:  some narrow experience]—brought me out of my intellectual shadows because [here insert a reason why such as:  travel
 helped me understand myself better].
�Here say, “As my Appalachian experience taught me…”:  the focus must be in the thesis.


�The word “people” is too general; it is also paper jargon..  The objection should be specific to the author.


�Here say, “I will argue that  it is better to be an ordinary person….”


�Now say, “because the simple life leads to the richest experiences.


�Remember that the although/despite clause must be in opposition to the because clause:  taking risks and being a cave dweller are not opposites.


�Argue that you are or are not still a cave dweller in relation to military service.


�All of this is too much; you must focus on a subset of your military experience—one specific thought pattern or occurrence is very suitable.


�This word enables a nice contrast to Emerson’s statement:  “Traveling is a fool’s paradise” (55).





