
Reading List for ENGL 520:  17th-Century English Literature (exclusive of Milton)

Readings are from The Broadview Anthology of Seventeenth-Century Verse & Prose unless otherwise indicated.  During my sabbatical, I read and prepared teaching notes on all of the following primary texts except those marked with an asterisk (*), which I decided not to include in my course.
PROSE
Religious Prose
John Donne, Devotions and “The second of my Prebend Sermons” (132-45)

Sir Thomas Browne, Religio Medici (465-88)

Jeremy Taylor, Funeral Sermon; Holy Living, Holy Dying (673-91)

John Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners; The Pilgrim’s Progress (953-64)

Secular Prose
Bacon, Essays, except “Of Plantations” (24-47) 
Robert Burton, The Anatomy of Melancholy (188-217)

Sir Thomas Browne, Hydriotaphia, Urne-Burial (489-97)
John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1029-35)

POETRY
Religious Poetry
John Donne, Divine Poems (122-28)
George Herbert, The Temple (363-79)
*Richard Crashaw, poems (654-63)
Henry Vaughan, poems (872-85) 

Thomas Traherne, poems (1083-94)

Secular Poetry
T.S. Eliot, “The Metaphysical Poets” and *“Andrew Marvell,” Selected Prose of T.S. 
Eliot (59-67 and 161-71)
John Donne, Songs and Sonnets, Elegies, and “Satire III” (102-22)

Ben Jonson, poems (146-63) 

Robert Herrick, poems (309-23) 

*Sir John Suckling, poems (596-605)

*Richard Lovelace, poems (764-69) 
Andrew Marvell, poems (829-71) 

THREE MAJOR EVENTS
The Civil War and the Politics of Religion
William Laud, The Diary of…William Laud (164-82)

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (239-71) 

Charles I, “A Proclamation and Declaration,” etc. (420-23)

William Walwyn, “The Bloody Project” (434-42)           

Queen Henrietta Maria, The Queen’s Letter (606-08) 
Edward Hyde, “The Character of William Laud” (609-17)
Hyde, “The Temper and Spirit of the Nation after 1660” (618-22)

John Evelyn, “The Restoration” (800-01)

King Charles II, “The Declaration of Breda” (965-66)   

*Anthony à Wood, “Notes on Oxford during the Interregnum” (1021-23)

*Wood, “The Restoration” (1023-24)
*Bishop Gilbert Burnett, “The Restoration” (1149-54)

King Charles I, Letter to Prince Rupert (1218)  

“Information from the Scottish Nation” (1235-36)              

“The Trial of King Charles I” (1261-65)     

Colonialism
Sir Francis Bacon, “Of Plantations” (43-44)

Michael Drayton, “To the Virginian Voyage” (63-64)

Mary Rowlandson, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God, etc. (1068-79)

Richard Watts, A True Relation of the Inhumane and Unparallel’d Actions, etc. (1266-75)
Aphra Behn, Oroonoko (Penguin paperback)

The Great Fire
Sir Thomas Overbury, The Overburian Character (218-21)

Edward Hyde, Plague and Fire (622-31)

John Evelyn (802-06)
Samuel Pepys, The Diary of Samuel Pepys (1047-55)

HISTORY

Robert M. Adams, The Land and Literature of England:  A Historical Account (New York:  Norton, 1983), pages 200-85.
· Chapter 8:  “The Early Stuarts and Their Revolution (1603-1649)

· Chapter 9:  “Commonwealth and Restoration (1649-1688)”

· Chapter 10:  “The Settlement of ’88 and Queen Anne (1688-1714)”

Robert Bucholz, A History of England from the Tudors to the Stuarts.  The Teaching Company.  48 lectures on DVD.

· Lectures 27-41 concern the 17th century.
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