History Notes from Adams’s The Land and Literature of England
ENGL 520

Chapter 8:  “The Early Stuarts and Their Revolution (1603-1649)”

Early 17th century:  age of anxiety, with melancholy everywhere, esp. in Burton’s book.

Also an age of transition:  meaning that it was no longer “an age of unquestioning faith” but not yet “an age of scientific assurance and technical accomplishment” (201).

Roots of a Crisis:  Capitalism, scientific method (Bacon, Copernicus, Galileo).  See Donne’s “The First Anniversary.”  Also Milton’s “two separate and unequal universes” in PL.  Devices like the watch and the compass were commercially useful.  Yet superstition persisted:  “superstitions about witchcraft” (202).  Sir Thomas Browne “proclaimed his belief in witches and took part in a witch trial.” Persistence of the idea that scripture was infallible.

James’s Troubles:  Raised under the Presbyterians in Scotland but sided with the Church of England:  like Elizabeth, he favored the bishops.  Wanted Puritans to conform.  Some emigrated to Holland, others to New England.  King James version = most important book ever published in English.  

James Needed Money:  He distributed knighthoods, which came at a substantial cost to the recipient, who was fined if he turned it down.  Slightly different tack:  Wardship was unpopular because it ruined many a family.  Gave courtiers monopolies WRT particular commodities (this stifled enterprise and taxed the poor for the benefit of the rich).  James was extravagant, but inflation was also a factor.
Blockade:  Parliament had to approve taxes, and it would do so only if its grievances were addressed.  The kings dismissed (prorogued) parliaments for the first 40 years of the century.  As a result, the government became more authoritarian and ecclesiastical (ecclesiastical courts like the Star Chamber and the High Commission).  King began to argue that he could levy taxes without Parliament.

Appeasement:  Gunpowder plot by Catholic partisans on November 5, 1605 moved James toward rapprochement with Spain.  He eventually married his son Charles to the French/Catholic Henrietta Maria.  Gentle toward Rome, harsh toward Puritans.  But there was no appeasement between king and Parliament:  11 years without a parliament.  

The King’s Ministers:  Main guys were William Laud, archbishop of Canterbury; and Thomas Wentworth, earl of Strafford.  Laud:religion::Strafford:military.  Both men were executed—Strafford in 1640 and Laud in 1645.  Laud’s big thing was the Star Chamber:  “star chamber proceedings” refer to “secret and arbitrary trials which deny a defendant his rights.”
Puritan Agitation:  Examples are William Prynne (attacked plays in Histriomastix; the work apparently was critical of the queen who had acted in a masque), John Lilburne (published a libel), and John Hampden (did not pay his taxes).  Ship money was a big deal:  Charles in 1637 imposed this tax on the whole country—during peacetime!   Taxes fell off sharply because of Hampden’s resistance.  John Pym was a quiet organizer in the Commons:  he guided the revolution’s first phases.  N.B.:  “Puritanism aimed at returning the church to the condition in which the apostles left it, in the first and second centuries” (213).
A Pseudo-war with Scotland, a Real War between Englishmen:  King decided “to enforce the uniformity of the Scottish with the English church by introducing Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer” (213).  Results:  Rioting and Scottish patriotism.  Charles wanted Parliament to fund war against the Scots so that he could enforce religious uniformity.  The Scots invaded and occupied two counties and  demanded that they be paid tribute.  Parliament got a bill of attainder and brought about the judicial murder of Strafford.  They jailed Laud and abolished the ecclesiastical courts.  Meanwhile, the Catholics rose in Ireland.  King needed an army, but Parl could not trust the king with it.  He panicked and tried to arrest Parliamentary leaders—this failed.  Charles left London.  This event in 1662 was the beginning of the Civil War.  
Cruel Choices:  Basically says that Parliament and King had their own armies.  Rupert, Prince Palatine, the king’s nephew was a great military commander for the king.  Oliver Cromwell was the top guy for Parliament.  The king ran out of money; Parliament just borrowed more money and hired a better army.  Parl allied with the Scots and defeated the royalist army at Marston Moor on July 2, 1644.  Cromwell’s army known as the New Model Army.  Scots:Presbyterianism::royalists:Anglicanism::New Model Army:Puritanism.  Last battle of the war fought at Naseby on June 14, 1645.  
Troubles of a Settlement:  New Model Army related to the Levellers, who “wanted thorough electoral reform and a wider franchise, equality before the law, popular elections of sheriffs and JPs, total abolition of monarchy, the state church, and the House of Lords—briefly, a liberal secular democracy tempered by concern for property rights” (218).  The Diggers “agitated for immediate universal communism.”  Cromwell was more conservative than even the moderate Levellers.

The Inconvenient King:  Charles surrendered to the Scots, hoping that they would help him regain the throne.  They turned him over after about a year—king now held at Hampton Court.  He escaped and cut a deal with the Scots to establish Presbyterianism in England in exchange for their military help.  “That a king of England should conspire with foreigners (and the Scots were not only foreigners but long-time enemies) was the last straw” (219).  Cromwell sent Colonel John Pride into the Commons; he “forcibly expelled more than a hundred members” (220).  Pride’s Purge.  The remaining legislators were called the Rump Parliament.  At the trial it was argued that the king had been a traitor to himself.  Not allowed to speak in his own defense.  His last word on the scaffold was prophetic:  “Remember.”

Various bits of information:  Rise of philosophy, history, biography, journalism, the masque.  Colonization, trade relations.  England had about 5 million people.  
Lines from “Lycidas”:  “O fountain Arethuse, and thou honored flood, / Smooth-sliding Mincius, crowned with vocal reeds—”:  “two far-separated watercourses…Theocritus in Alexandria and Virgil in Rome wrote poetry naming the brooks (that’s why the reeds are ‘vocal’)” (222).

Metaphysicals and cavaliers:  Excellent par. on metaphysical poetry and the strong line on 222.  Strong lines = metaphors used for structure; intellectually difficult; not stock Petrarchan stuff; colloquial diction and rough metrics at times.  Most notable practitioners:  Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, Crashaw.  “But as we move away from Donne himself, the metaphysical element in the metaphysical poets rapidly evaporates” (222).

The tribe of Ben = Herrick, Carew, Lovelace, Suckling, Randolph:  “a preference for clear, measured verse, modeled on classic precedents . . . instead of strong lines, they cultivated smooth surfaces” (223).

Cavalier poets = those at the court of Charles I:  “all the cavalier poets professed libertinism.”

Page 224 has a great par. on the masque.

Prose:  ornate and plain.  Ornate = Sir Thomas Browne.  He “combined skepticism in philosophy with an active faith in religion.  The technical name for this position is fideism (from Latin fides, faith)….”  Note says:  “He had to think out his position while studying medicine at Montpellier in a Catholic land…” (227).  Plain style = Bacon.  It’s not clear which type Burton exemplifies, but this statement is interesting:  “B’s central subject being a mania for study, and the cure for his disease being more and more study, he seems to be caught like a hamster in a wheel, running ever faster and faster to get nowhere.”  Jonson = first poet to write “close literary comment and criticism” (229).  Puritans, of course, preferred plain prose.  A simpler style eventually became the norm.
Developments in science:  Bacon certainly (empirical method); the invention of logarithms; the founding of the Royal Society of London.

Chapter 9:  “Commonwealth and Restoration (1649-1688)”

Commonwealth-Protectorate:  1649-1660

Restoration:  1660-1688

Two revolutionary acts:  1) killing King Charles I and 2) abolition of the Church of England (i.e., church government by bishops).

The Splintering of the Church:  The Anglican church was crushed.  But the Puritans were splintered—could agree only on their hatred of the bishops.  “ . . . each sect wanted exclusive privileges for itself; but to get toleration for themselves they had to concede it to others.  Thus the idea of a single national church, comprehending everybody in one creed and one organization, perished from sheer impracticality” (232).  After the Restoration (1660), Anglicanism became the established church again, but membership in it was not compulsory.  Anglican clergy did lose their jobs under the Puritans, but no one was persecuted for heresy.  Thus a movement toward greater toleration of diverse creeds.

Consolidation of Social Power:  Puritans became less restless and radical.  James II became king in 1685.  The Glorious or bloodless Revolution of 1688.  Movement toward “a limited constitutional monarchy controlled by propertied classes operating through Parliament” (233).

Pragmatism:  Religious compromise ( skepticism; political compromise ( the rule of expediency.  Trade supremacy.  Material prosperity.  Banks, credit unions, insurance companies, humane treatment of the insane, better education for women, more sensible bankruptcy laws, newspapers, lighting city streets, garbage pick up, toll roads, the Royal Society of London for Improving Natural knowledge.

Party Politics:  Whigs favored puritans, parliament, and the moneyed interest; Tories favored the established church, the king, and the landed interest.
The Plain, the Vulgar, the Superficial:  Theaters were closed by puritans between 1642 and 1660.  Actresses appeared.

England under Cromwell:  He crushed an Irish revolt.  He subjugated Scotland.  These victories are celebrated in Marvell’s “Horatian Ode.”  Cromwell dismissed parliament.  C ruled by force of arms.  Lord Protector.  Enlightened rule—no persecution.  Encouraged learning, reformed currency, moved to bring Ireland and Scotland closer to England.  Promoted trade.  Revitalized navy.  War against the Dutch.  Promoted Protestantism on the continent.  Protested the Duke of Savoy’s action against the Waldenses.  But he could not guarantee that his power would continue beyond his lifetime.  Upon his death in 1658, the protectorate disintegrated.  His ineffective son Richard Cromwell took his place.  But in 1660 Charles II was crowned king.
Literature:  Enemies of Puritanism regime:  Sir William Davenant, Abraham Cowley; Henry Vaughan, Richard Lovelace; Thomas Hobbes, Richard Crashaw.  Anglicans:  Jeremy Taylor.  Puritans:  Marvell, Milton.
Restoration Compromises:  Charles was a secret Catholic.  But he had committed himself to Presbyterianism, so he wore the cloak of Anglicanism.  Lots of mistresses.  Nell Gwyn, for example.  Charles was lazy:  the earl of Clarendon carried much of the burden.  Shifty dealing with France for an annual pension from king of France.  Free manners at the court.  Government:  pro foreign trade, against monopolies, against feudal land tenures and wardship, against restrictions on commerce.  Reestablishment of JPs.  Landowners prospered.  Tripling size of the merchant marine.  1666:  London fire:  devastated 400+ acres, ruined St. Paul’s and over 90 churches, and more than 10,000 homes.  Sir Christopher Wren (architect) rebuilt the cathedral and about 50 churches.
Puritans’ Progress:  Commercial prosperity, worldly asceticism.  Ministers became teachers and founded academies.  In Scotland, where Presbyterianism was most popular, the puritans suffered most.  Loyalty oaths to the Anglican church.  Bunyan thrown in jail for preaching in competition with Anglican clergy.  George Fox founder of Quakerism also ran afoul of the authorities.  Nonconformists won public sympathy.  Charles = secret Catholic and a secret pensioner of Louis XIV.  
Discontents and Conspiracies:  Relations deteriorated between Charles and Parl.  Many plots “hatched by or attributed to violent Catholics or radical puritans” (244).  Charles spent too much money.  Had a too-lavish lifestyle.  General discontent.  
Page 245:  “(Seizure of New Amsterdam, now New York City, in 1664, did nothing to counterbalance the earlier loss [Charles had sold Dunkirk, won by Cromwell, back to the French]; the American colony was too remote and trivial to count.)”  
Open war with the Dutch in 1665.  Navy in bad shape.  Treaty signed with the Dutch was a setback for England.  Further conflict with the Dutch.
1667:  Mary (elder daughter of James Stuart) married William of Orange in 1677:  he was a staunch Protestant and grandson of Charles I.  

Popish Plot:  a scheme to kill Charles and replace him with James.  Result was hatred of Catholics and an attempt by Shaftesbury to mess with the succession so that the next king would be James Scott, Duke of Monmouth, one of Charles’s illegitimate but Protestant children.  Charles’s brother James succeeded at the king’s death:  James was Catholic.  Openly so.

King James II:  He favored Catholics and not the Church of England.  Ordered all Anglican bishops to read the declaration of indulgence (for Catholics and dissenters) from the pulpit.  “They were being asked to grant equal rights to two fierce competitors of whose intolerance they were convinced and at whose hands many of them had suffered” (249).  19 bishops disobeyed.  James II “abdicated”:  replaced by William and Mary in 1689:  protestants and the last Stuart rulers.  Now parliament would be superior to the king.
Books:  Publication flourished.

Pages 254-55:  “But in Oroonoko, or the History of the Royal Slave (1678), she drew on childhood memories (she had grown up in Surinam, South America), humanitarian sentiments, and perhaps her own sense of feminine oppression to produce a prose fiction resembling Uncle Tom’s Cabin nearly two centuries before its time.”
255:  “Milton’s poem not only ran counter to that fashionable current; it was solemn, religious, and explicitly puritan in theme; in style, it was complex and allusive, when the age was all for clarity and simplicity; and it used the unfashionable medium of blank verse, quite unfamiliar outside of drama, and even there no longer à la mode.”

Chapter 10:  “the Settlement of ’88 and Queen Anne (1688-1714)”

This is mainly an 18C chapter, but I’ll take a few notes relevant to the 17C.

Very modern period.  Church authority declined.  Religious freedom.  Financial innovations.  Poor people had a miserable existence, though.  Parliamentary power.  William puts down James’s Irish army.  Presbyterianism = state religion of Scotland.  1689 Act of Toleration gave “new status and security to dissenters” (265).  Wm and Whigs got England into a string of continental wars.  Financed it with Bank of England and national debt.  Queen Anne succeeded Wm.  Mary had already died.
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