Venus and Adonis Handout

English 514

Dr. Fike

Our treatment of Venus and Adonis will operate purely by discussion according to the following questions.

Questions for small groups:

1. What do Venus and Adonis represent?

2. Why does Adonis say no?

3. What do you make of the deer park?

4. How does Venus and Adonis relate to the epic tradition?  When you consider it, for example, in connection Odysseus's wanderings, what points and parallels emerge?  Where does the epic world emerge in Shakespeare's poem?

5. What do the animals in this poem represent?  Think about the stallion, the mare, and the boar.

6. Is there a relationship (and, if so, what is it) between Adonis's rejection of Venus and his death caused by the boar?

Question for everyone:

What is the moral of Venus and Adonis, and how does the moral differ from that of Hero and Leander?  In other words, what are Marlowe and Shakespeare telling us about love, sexuality, and romance?

