Doctor Faustus
English 514

Dr. Fike

Assign questions for Thursday.

The ars moriendi tradition:

· Mini-lecture:  many treatises, psychomachia, works, other facts.

· Discussion:  What do you see in the two woodcuts?

· "The devil's temptation to despair"

· "The angel's good inspiration against despair"

Group Exercise:  Application to Doctor Faustus.  Break into groups and discuss one or two of the deathbed temptations in connection the play.  You may want to begin with the suggested passages.   If you finish before ten minutes is up, consider another temptation.

· Unbelief:

· Page 36, lines 257-58

· Page 66, lines 72-75

· Pride:

· Page 6, lines 20-22

· Page 8, lines 34-37

· Page 11, lines 106-110

· Page 19, 68-69

· Impatience

· Page 66, lines 62-68

· Avarice

· Page 9, lines 53-63

· Pages 62-63, lines 81-87 

· Page 93, horse-courser's first speech

· Despair:

· Page 106, Bad Angel's speech beginning with "Now Faustus"

· Page 20, lines 77-83

· Page 30, lines 119-126

· Page 33, lines 194ff.

Faustus's psychomachia clearly includes the five temptations and the opposing virtues, but can we also include other paired oppositions to illustrate his choices?  

What can we say about Faustus's damnation in connection with the ars moriendi tradition?

· Consider the reference to the thief on the cross from the ars moriendi tradition (page 55, lines 28-29) in relation to Faustus's certainty that he is damned:  is he or isn't he?

· What is the role of delight in Faustus's damnation?

· See page 101, the Old Man's speech, especially the two lines beginning "Yet, yet" for a connection to the ars moriendi tradition. 
Questions for Day Two's Discussion
N.B.  Topics 2-6 would be excellent for a response paper.  (  Please bring this handout back for day two.

1. What are the stages of Faustus's journey?  Put the following in the correct order:

· The challenge to religious power

· The reckoning

· The disintegration of power

· The contract

· The decision

2. What warnings does Faustus receive?

3. How is he cheated?

4. Do Faustus's achievements measure up to his intentions?

5. Why did Marlowe include Wagner, Robin, and Dick?  What scenes illustrate your answer?  How would you respond to the claim that the middle of the play is irrelevant?

6. What is up with all the allusions to Helen?  See pages 33, 59, 62-63?  How are these a commentary on Faustus?

Other Paper Topics:

· Your professor has long been fascinated with the part of this play involving Bruno and the Pope.  A very good paper could be written about the play's commentary on the Reformation, especially via allusions to Foxe's Acts and Monuments (Bruno as Victor IV; Pope Alexander III and Emperor Frederick Barbarossa).  What do you make of the fact that Marlowe is talking about the German Emperor?  And what sort of "intertextuality" is taking place between the play and Foxe's book?  This is suitable term paper, folks.
· In what way is Shakespeare's Prospero an anti-Faustus?  Did you know that "Prospero" is the Italian translation of "Faustus"?  Interesting, no?  

· How does Doctor Faustus relate to Renaissance humanism?  Is it in some way a critique of humanism's emphasis on reason, education, and human potential?

· A harder but possible topic would be the play as a reflection of Marlowe's own religious inclinations (or lack thereof).  This is thorny territory to be sure, but a careful, methodical probing might yield a fruitful paper.

