Literature of Exploration

English 514

Dr. Fike

Bring this handout to class next time.

Questions to consider in advance in connection with the passages on the back of this handout:

· How could today's reading be considered epic in genre?

· Where do you find wonder or the marvelous in these selections?

· Where do you find "opposing discourses" and what do you make of them?

· What attitude toward natural resources do you find?
Outline:

· Mini-lecture on background:

· The Elizabethan spirit

· Four types of voyagers

· Hakluyt's book

· H's book as epic:

· Anti-Aristotelian

· Characteristics

· The marvelous—a major theme:
· AYLI (#1)

· Marvelous events in today's reading.

· 479:

· Greenblatt, "Invisible Bullets" (#2)

· "Opposing discourse":

· Greenblatt (#3)

· 480-81:

· Columbus (#4)

· Attitude toward natural resources:

· 472

· Gore (#5)

· Genesis (#6)

· Mini-lecture on the "presentist" view of history:

· Watson (#7)

· History and textuality

1. As You Like It 5.3.138-39:  “Feed yourself with questioning; / That reason wonder may diminish” (As You Like It).  Cf. Peter G. Platt, Reason Diminished:  Shakespeare the Marvelous (U of Nebraska P, 1997).

2. Stephen Greenblatt, “Invisible Bullets”:   “Harriot is writing, of course, about the effects of measles, smallpox, or perhaps simply influenza on people with no resistance to them, but a conception of the biological basis of epidemic disease lies far, far in the future.  For the English the deaths must be a moral phenomenon….”  Greenblatt goes on to say “that Harriot seems to endorse the idea that God protects his chosen people by killing off untrustworthy Indians; what is surprising is to find him interested in the Indians’ own anxious speculations about the unintended biological warfare that was destroying them.”

3. Greenblatt:  “…the radical undermining of Christian order is not the negative limit but the positive condition for the establishment of that order.”  “…colonial power produced the subversiveness in its own interest.”

4. Columbus:  “As I know that you will be pleased at the great victory with which Our Lord has crowned my voyage, I write this to you, from which you will learn how in thirty-three days, I passed from the Canary Islands to the Indies with the fleet which the most illustrious king and queen, our sovereigns, gave to me.  And there I found very many islands filled with people innumerable, and of them all I have taken possession for their highnesses, by proclamation made and with the royal standard unfurled, and no opposition was offered to me.  To the first island which I found, I gave the name San Salvador, in rememberance of the Divine Majesty, Who has marvelously bestowed all this; the Indians call it ‘Guanahani.’  To the second, I gave the name Isla de Santa Maria de Conceptión; to the third, Fernandina; to the fourth, Isabella; to the fifth, Isla Juana, and so to each one I gave a new name.”

5. Al Gore, Earth in the Balance:  “The Cartesian approach to the human story allows us to believe that we are separate from the earth, entitled to view it as nothing more than an inanimate collection of resources that we can exploit however we like; and this fundamental misperception has led us to our current crisis.”  “The cleavage in the modern world between mind and body, man and nature, has created a new kind of addiction:  I believe that our civilization is, in effect, addicted to the consumption of the earth itself” (220).

6. Genesis 1:26:  “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’”  Verse 28:  “’Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’”

7. Foster Watson:  “The sea-histories of men like Peter Martyr, in Spain, and Richard Hakluyt, in England, must be recognized as work of discovery not altogether unlike that of the sailors of whom they wrote.  The whole of future generations is largely dependent on their efforts for the material in forming a sound estimate of what has been done.  The later accounts were made possible by the absorption and the self-effacement, and objective fascination in facts, of the pioneer chroniclers.”
