Questions on King Richard II
1. What is Bolingbroke’s beef?  1.1.104-6

2. Is Mowbray guilty?  1.1.132-34

3. Why does Richard try to defuse the situation?  At any point, do you get the sense that he is trying to favor Mowbray?

4. What position does Gaunt take at 1.2.37-41?

5. When reconciliation fails, why does he stop the joust?

6. What would have happened, had the joust taken place, if Bolingbroke had won?  If Mowbray had won?

7. Why is Bolingbroke, who is obviously not Richard’s favorite, given the lighter sentence?

8. When Richard exiles Bolingbroke and Mowbray, is he being naïve or cunning?  Do you agree with the following statement?  “Richard vacillates, is capricious.  He’s a poet, not a ruler.  He is irresolute.  He exercises his authority incompetently.”

9. Richard makes Bolingbroke and Mowbray promise never to patch up their differences or plot against him.  Is he naïve or cunning at this point?  1.3.178ff.

10. What does Act I teach us about the role of theater in power politics?  

11. What sort of play acting do you find in 1.4?

12. What metaphor does Richard use at 1.1.152?

13. What metaphor does the Duchess use at 1.2.16ff.?  What is at the heart of her disagreement with Gaunt?

14. How does Richard overplay his hand after the first act?

15. Why is Richard afraid of Bolingbroke?  1.4.23ff. & 3.2.112-20

16. What challenge is Richard facing abroad?  1.4.37ff.  How will he pay for it?

17. Note all the references to time in Act I:  1.1.1, and especially 1.3.140 to the end of the scene.  The sun imagery is also important in this scene; it sets up Richard’s great speech in 3.2.  What is the significance of these references?

18.  List three views of Richard.

