The IMAGINATION then, I consider either as primary, or secondary.  The primary IMAGINATION I hold to be the living Power and prime Agent of all human Perception, and as a repetition in the finite mind of the eternal act of creation in the infinite I AM.
The secondary Imagination I consider as an echo of the former, co-existing with the conscious will, yet still as identical with the former in the kind of its agency, and differing only in degree, and in the mode of its operation.  It dissolves, diffuses, dissipates, in order to re-create; or where this process is rendered impossible, yet still at all events it struggles to idealize and to unify.  It is essentially vital, even as all objects (as objects) are essentially fixed and dead.

FANCY, on the contrary, has no other counters to play with, but fixities and definites.  The Fancy is indeed no other than a mode of Memory emancipated from the order of time and space; while it is blended withy, and modified by that empirical phenomenon of the will, which we express by the word CHOICE. But equally with the ordinary memory the Fancy must receive all its materials ready made from the law of association.
	Category
	Primary Imagination
	Secondary Imagination
	Fancy

	Voluntary?
	Involuntary: not conscious
	Voluntary: conscious will
	Voluntary

	Summary
	Perception of the world of the senses; idea production
	Re-formation
	Collects & rearranges, but does not remake the products of past creation

	Creative process?
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	What does it DO?
	Perceive objects and frames concepts
	Makes art—e.g., poetry
	Remembers

	Is the mind growing
	Yes
	Yes
	No:  fixities

	Active or passive
	Active
	Active
	Passive


Milton:
Fancy “forms Imaginations, Aerie shapes, / Which Reason joining or disjoining, frames / All what we affirm or what deny”; “Fansie wakes / To imitate her; but misjoyning shapes, / Wilde work produces oft, and most in dreams….” (5.105-12).

From note 35:  “reason, which should rule; fancy or imagination, the image-making faculty; memory; will; and the common sense, which unites into a single experience data provided by the five senses.  Fancy is always active, sleeping or waking.  During the sleep of the reason, it produces dreams, which are thus irrational.  Dreams may be inspired by God or Satan, and they are the medium by which God chooses to instruct Eve in Books 11 and 12.”  (Riverside Milton, page 478)

