Errata Sheet

CRTW 201

Dr. Fike

You are all continuing to make multiple lower-order errors in your writing.  This sheet lists them and provides illustrations of each from your submissions in unit four.  Note well:  The quotations below are the errata.  The handout concludes with logical fallacies.
Revision:  Some of your rewrites involved superficial touch up rather than substantive rethinking of your earlier drafts.  As I wrote on someone’s comment, “Rewriting a paper means rethinking and restructuring it so that it does more and does it more deeply and convincingly.”  You do not get credit for spending 30 minutes correcting a few errors and adding or deleting a sentence here or there.  
Focus:  You must have one.  A focus is an illustration that you develop throughout the paper.  It appears in every par.
· Do not write a paper about ALL of some huge topic like gun control, global warming, or abortion.  Instead, write a paper about a focused topic like Columbine, a particular gun law, a particular weapon, etc.

Thesis:  It must include and be about the focused topic.  Remember that a thesis expresses a controversial idea about the focused topic.
Argument, objection, reply:  It is not enough to have paragraphs in these positions.  You must also have an objection that objects to the argument and a reply that replies to the objection.  In other words, your argumentation must be both a structural feature and a logical component.  I expect you to have at least a paragraph devoted to objections and at least a further paragraph devoted to replies.
Works Cited:  Sources listed on a works cited list must be cited in the paper; otherwise, your paper is plagiarized.  I can count on one hand the number of flawless works cited pages that were submitted.
Block quotations:  Set off quotations that are four lines or longer.  Use double indentation and double spacing.  Do not use quotation marks.  Put the final period BEFORE the citation.
Page numbers:  You must number your pages.

Spelling:

· “Cannot” is one word.

· Its vs. It’s:  “This practice has lost it’s legitimacy,” someone wrote incorrectly.
· “Well-being” is supposed to be hyphenated.

Contractions:  You may not use them.

Parenthetical citations:

· “…will always live on for the time our species is here (Ridley.)”  The closing quotation mark goes before the opening parenthesis, and the period goes after the closing parenthesis.  The citation must include a page number.
· “As Francis Fukuyama says, ‘…creatures with more highly developed nervous systems can feel pain and suffer’ (Fukuyama, 143).”  

· If Fukuyama is in a signal phrase, do not repeat his name in the citation.

· If his name IS in the citation, do not use a comma after it.

· Do not add an ellipsis; instead say, “FF says that “creatures…” (143).

· Do not put a URL in a parenthetical citation.  Put it in a full entry on the works cited page.
Like vs. as:

· “Animals deserve fair treatment just like people do.”  Like + noun.  As + noun and verb.

Subjunctive mood:  

· “They would not be the same results if the test was done on a human being.”  
· "If the black market was located then the criminals would also be located[,] and the crime ring would be brought to a halt." 
· WAS should be WERE because the results are contrary to fact.
· Subjunctive expresses "a doubt, a wish, a recommendation, or something contrary to fact" (Prentice Hall 111).  

· Handbook's example:  "If I were (not was) he, I'd sell the car immediately."

· Things that signal the need for the subjunctive:  if, wish, it is important that, requires.

Dash vs. hyphen:

· This is what a dash looks like:  -- 

· This is what a hyphen looks like: -

· Do not use a hyphen, which joins words, as a dash, which joins parts of sentences.

· Do not put a space on either side of either punctuation mark.
Dangling modifier:

· “By seeing the children my mother works with and what they have to offer to the world, abortion of these children just because of genetic defects would have been out of the question.”  Abortion cannot see.
· “After evaluating the actual act of peacocks enticing their mates, the same idea can be applied to humans.”  The same idea cannot evaluate.
· “Despite being a Christian and believing in Heaven, death is still feared because it is rooted in the unknown and uncontrollable.”  Death is not a Christian.

· I will try to be a mentor to my students, and hopefully I will make as big an impact on them as Mrs. [name deleted] did upon me.”  “Hopefully” means “in a hopeful manner” (it is an adverb); it does not mean “it is hoped that.”
Wordiness:

· “There are clauses to every act[,] and it is noted that liability claims….”

· “Another idea that I have the choice to believe is that nature and nurture have equal influence on my career choice.”

Semicolon:  It does not separate a dependent clause from an independent clause.

· “On a recent episode of Oprah she discussed global warming; what it was and what we can do to prevent it.”  (BTW, the name of the show should appear in quotation marks or italics.)
· “Imagine being locked in a tiny cage eating the same old, bland food every day; not being able to be happy or have a normal life.”

Split infinitive, misuse of comma, pronoun agreement:

· “It is effortless to not acknowledge the uncountable horrors that life entails, because it makes one feel better about themselves and their fellow man.”  (You would use a comma before “because” ONLY if the information following it were unessential to the meaning of the sentence.)
Parallel construction:

· “The kind of thinking that the business major requires is practical, reasonable,
analytical, and being open-minded about any situation.”  Items in a list must all be 

the same part of speech.
Apostrophes do not make words plural unless you have a word like GMO’s:
·  “Gun owner’s need to understand their responsibility.”

Subject-verb agreement:
· “Everyday citizens who own a gun is not a problem.”

Passive constructions/voice:  YOU SHOULD MAKE THE SUBJECT THE SUBJECT.
· “I am inhibited by my own culture.”  My culture inhibits me.
· “Chemicals are dropped into the rabbits’ eyes while they are awake, and the result of the chemical reaction that takes place is observed.”  Scientists drop chemicals into rabbits’ eyes and observe the reaction that takes place.
· “Many animals’ lives are wasted on pointless tests that are not going to even benefit [(split infinitive] human research advancement.”  Pointless tests waste many animals’ lives but do not benefit humans.
That vs. who or whom:  THAT REFERS TO THINGS; WHO(M) REFERS TO PEOPLE.
· “The majority of people that live in the country listen to country music.”

Do not end one sentence and start the next with the same word or phrase:
· “By nurturing I mean getting a musical education.  A musical education….”

Quote vs. quotation:  use “quote” as a verb, “quotation” as a noun.

· “This quote suggests….”

Comma splice, fragment, run-on:
· CS:  “These boys hated life, they hated the world.”
· FRAG:  “Without the funding they needed.”

· RO:  “Scientists are not fortune tellers they cannot see the future.”

That vs. which:

· “It is nurture which has the greater impact.”  See the section in the handbook on essential and nonessential elements.
Overuse of the word “this”:

· “This act is necessary for our country even though this law has pushed in favor of special interest groups like the National Rifle Association or NRA.  Also some parts of this act might be unnecessary.”

Vary the subject of your sentences; don’t start consecutive sentences with the same word:

· “I made my choice for computer science based on my experience and love of computers.  I have grown up with computers.  I have used computers on a daily basis ever since I knew what one was.  I have played video games for most of my life as well.”
Fallacies:
· Overgeneralization:  “If guns are taken away from Americans there are only going to be negative results.”  “Only” signals the fallacy.

· Mistaking the part for the whole:  “Through my personal experience with [name deleted], I can now see with utmost certainty that if these prejudices continue then no progression and no justice will be done for the youth.”
· Non sequitur:  “It is the assumptions of the existence of free will and moral choice that allow us to apply this categorical imperative.  Therefore, there are no consequences to these assumptions of free will and moral choice.”

· Circular reasoning:  “Death will one day be upon each of us; however[,] one should not fear death because death is not something that should be feared.”
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