Most Common Writing Errors Lowering Your Grade (Dufresne 2006)
Format errors:

-no staple or folder to protect work

-no Bibliography or works cited page
- did not fully cite sources in bibliography–
Need author, title, publisher, city, date

-did not underline or italicize all book or journal titles

- put all article titles in “quotes” or italicize 
(italicize article title only if you did not italicize book or journal) 
-no citations used through out text

-cited entire book title or internet address in text!! 
Use author’s last name and page number only – 
if unknown abbreviate title & use

(ps that’s why I prefer footnotes or endnotes)

-poor quality image

-image unidentified by artist, title, medium, date, provenance

Writing Errors:

-using contractions in a formal paper

-too many quotes

-quotes too long – should paraphrase

-did not indent and single space long quotes.  

(Best quotes are primary source  materials)

-used slang in a formal paper (ok in creative writing or personal essay –
not in a formal research paper)

-poor or unvaried wc (word choice)

Use a thesaurus!

-cluttered sentence structure – too many words!


If this is your problem learn to simplify by shortening sentences

-run on sentences (see above)

-fragmented sentences (lacks a verb!)

-redundant (saying the same thing over and over)

-typographical errors

-spelling errors

-reads like a rough draft – see all of the above & below
Content errors:

-did not follow instructions

-incorrect or inappropriate topic

-art works discussed not relevant to topic or time period

- generalizations based on too little evidence – be careful!

- not focused, too broad and general in approach

- did not discuss meaning of art

-did not discuss context of art (time period, religion, culture, politics etc)

- did not discuss function of art

-did not discuss medium of art

-did not discuss composition or arrangement of forms or objects in art

-disorganized– need to make categories to order presentation of material

-factual errors

-sub-standard research materials
