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Texts:

Christie, Agatha. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd. New York: Penguin, 2011.
Christie, Agatha. Murder on the Orient Express. New York: HarperCollins, 2011.
Collins, Wilkie. The Woman in White. Eds. Maria Bachman and Don Cox. 

New York: Broadview, 2006.
Doyle, Arthur Conan. A Study in Scarlet and The Sign of the Four. Mineola, NY: Dover, 2003.

Hillerman,Tony. Skinwalkers. New York: HarperCollins, 2011.

James, P.D. Death of an Expert Witness. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2001.

McCrumb, Sharyn. Bimbos of the Death Sun. New York: Random House, 1997.

TCM Greatest Classic Films Collection: Murder Mysteries (The Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, Dial M for Murder, The Postman Always Rings Twice) (2009)

Recommended – Harris, Muriel, ed. Prentice Hall Reference Guide to Grammar and Usage. 7th ed. New York: Prentice Hall, 2011.

Course Description:

Although often condescendingly classified as “formulaic,” the genres of mystery and detective fiction have a long and interesting history, as well as a complex social function. In their attempts to make sense of what appear to be nonsensical acts (violence, murder, theft), crime novelists do what all great authors do: explore humanity’s painful encounters with a disordered world. Many works of mystery and detective fiction assault and then redefine our notions of personal and public history, psychology, and ethics. The narrative technique of concealing and then revealing also provides opportunities for both authors and readers to consider more closely the processes by which we construct meaning. This class will look at the mystery/detective fiction genre, exploring how past and present authors have struggled to write stories that explain the seemingly chaotic, immoral, and frightening conditions of life. The class will address questions such as: Does solving a murder mystery make a death seem more acceptable and understandable? What do we fear? How complex do we understand crimes and criminals to be? How do we define “crime”? How does a novel about crime address the strengths and weaknesses of society? Can all crimes be solved? If so, can the damage inflicted by crime/violence ever truly be overcome? How does writing a novel that provides “answers” help readers and writers to make sense of life and living?
In addition, it is hoped that papers and exams will aid students in their quests to become better readers, writers, and critical thinkers. Hopefully you will enjoy the topic and thus approach both the class discussion and the written assignments with enthusiasm!
This course fulfills the Touchstone Program’s “Humanities and Arts” skill areas. 

Core Goals for Undergraduate English Majors

1. Knowledge of Literature: Within the literature area majors will demonstrate knowledge of various forms of written texts, major periods in the history of English, American, and world literature, and standard terminology of literary analysis. English majors will demonstrate

1.1 knowledge of various forms of written texts (including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, essay, and other literary genres);

1.2 knowledge of male and female world, English, and American authors of recognized importance drawn from a variety of cultural, ethnic, and racial backgrounds;

1.3 knowledge of major periods in the history of English, American, and world literature in terms of cultural contexts, styles, dominant genres, language, and subject matter;

1.4 knowledge of major similarities and differences among English, American, and other national literatures

1.5 an understanding of the role that literature plays in the development and understanding of human cultures;

1.6 knowledge of the standard terminology of literary analysis as found in a glossary of literary terms or a handbook to literature

1.7 knowledge of standard reference tools, methods, and forms of documentation in scholarly research; and

1.8 the ability to read and interpret an unfamiliar literary text of average difficulty with comprehension of its content and relevant literary characteristics.

2. Knowledge of Language: Within the language knowledge area majors will comprehensively study the English language arts, including language development, the history of the English language, various approaches to grammar, dialects and levels of usage, and the purposes of language. Majors will understand the nature of the English language in all its dimensions and recognize and respect the varieties of that language. English majors will demonstrate

2.1 knowledge of the English language, including its structure, grammars, vocabulary, varieties, and historical development;

2.2 familiarity with the standards of grammar, mechanics, and usage generally accepted in the academic community and the social, cultural, and historical reasons why those standards have been adopted; and

2.3 an understanding of the nature of the English language in all its dimensions and recognize and respect the varieties of that language.

3. Composing and Communications Skills: To develop advanced communication skills, majors will write thoughtful, well-organized essays conforming to standards of grammar, mechanics, and usage, including research papers on appropriate language and literature topics, that demonstrate correct use of standard reference tools and methods, and of primary and secondary sources and providing proper documentation of sources. Majors will construct persuasive arguments based on careful analysis and deliberation. English majors will

3.1 understand that composing is a practice that covers a wide range of processes, functions, purposes, rhetorical situations and strategies, and categories of discourse;

3.2 display a broad view of what constitutes texts, including both print and non-print media, and demonstrate an understanding that technological advancements can change both what is considered text and how text is prepared;

3.3 recognize such characteristics of good writing as substantial and relevant content, organization, clarity, appropriateness of tone, and correctness in mechanics and usage;

3.4 demonstrate a basic understanding of the processes appropriate to composing in a variety of forms and for a variety of audiences and purposes;

3.5 construct persuasive arguments based on careful analysis and deliberation and using a voice and format suitable for the intended audience;

3.6 write research papers on appropriate topics, demonstrating correct use of standard reference tools, methods, and technology and of primary and secondary sources and providing proper documentation of sources;

3.7 demonstrate average mastery of these characteristics and processes as measured by the English Department’s Rubric for Writing/English Courses; and

3. 8 demonstrate the ability to speak clearly, confidently, and in conformity with current standards of usage.

4. Critical Analysis: Majors will critically analyze and interpret written and non-written texts (e.g. TV, film, and oral presentations) and demonstrate their ability to present coherent, defensible critical positions based on their analyses. English majors will

4.1 demonstrate familiarity with the concepts and pertinent applications of major critical theories and schools of criticism;

4.2 be able to analyze critically and interpret written and non-written texts in terms of historical period, national origin, content, cultural context, tone, implied meaning, humor, structure, style, language, themes, form and mode, and rhetorical strategies;

4.3 understand various means of presenting their analyses and interpretations, in both written and oral forms.

5. Technology Skills: English majors in all tracks will demonstrate their ability to use technology in the study of language, literature, and communication by demonstrating effective use of existing technologies to research, prepare, and present information. At the 200-400 ENGL, ENGE, and WRIT course level, English majors, as appropriate to the course, will be able to

5.1 use technology to prepare documents (advanced word processing)

5.2. use technology to learn content (researching online, critically evaluating materials found on the Internet and in other electronic media, documenting material correctly)

5.3 use technology to collaborate with other writers (e.g., cooperative editing if appropriate)

5.4 use technology to communicate effectively with audiences (using such vehicles as web pages, e-mail, and/or discussion lists)

5.5 use technology to deliver information (using such vehicles as presentations, page design, and/or desktop publishing) in a rhetorically effective manner
Touchstone Program Goals Affecting Department of English

Goal One: To communicate clearly and effectively in standard English.

To achieve this goal, students should:

1. Read, write, and speak standard English.

2. Analyze written, spoken, and nonverbal messages from a variety of disciplines; and

3. Understand and practice rhetorical techniques and styles by writing and by giving oral

Presentations

Goal Three: To use critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and a variety of research methods.

To achieve this goal, students should:

1. Identify sound and unsound reasoning;

2. Analyze and use a variety of information gathering techniques;

3. Conduct independent research;

4. Use computers competently; and

5. Use the library and other information sources competently.

Goal Four: To recognize and appreciate human diversity (both past and present) as well as the diversity of ideas, institutions, philosophies, moral codes, and ethical principles.

To achieve this goal, students should:

1. Analyze diverse world cultures, societies, languages, historical periods and artistic expressions.

2. Understand cultures in their own terms and in terms of the diversity of ideas, institutions,

philosophies, moral codes, and ethical principles; and,

3. Understand the nature of social and cultural conflict and methods of resolution

Goal Six: To understand aesthetic values, the creative process, and the interconnectedness of the literary, visual, and performing arts throughout the history of civilization.

To achieve this goal, students should:

1. Participate in and/or observe a variety of artistic expressions;

2. Study the discipline and techniques involved in artistic creations; and

3. Understand how and why people use artistic form.

Goal Seven: To examine values, attitudes, beliefs, and habits which define the nature and quality of life.

To achieve this goal, students should:

1. Reflect on the role played in their lives by school, work, leisure, and community involvement;

2. Examine problems, issues, and choices that confront citizens of the world;

3. Pursue basic principles of wellness;

4. Take responsibility for the consequences of their actions and choices; and

5. Articulate and assess their personal ethical principles.

Course Goals Connected to the Major’s Program Goals and Touchstone Program Goals

1.Knowledge of Literature – within the literature area students will demonstrate knowledge of various forms of written texts, major periods in the history of English, American, and world literature, and standard terminology of literary analysis (Goal for Department of English 1; Touchstone Program Goals One, Three, Four, Six, and Seven).

2.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of gender and culture on literature; and its standard terminology (Goals for Department of English 1.2, 1.6; Touchstone Program Goals One, Three, Four, Six, and Seven).

3.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of standard reference tools, methods, and forms of documentation in scholarly research (Goal for Department of English 1.7; Touchstone Program Goal Three).

4.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the English language and familiarity with the standards of grammar, mechanics, and usage generally accepted in the academic community (Goals for Department of English 2.1, 2.2; Touchstone Program Goal One).

5.  To develop advanced communication skills, students will write thoughtful, well-organized essays conforming to standards of grammar, mechanics, and usage, including research papers on appropriate language and literature topics that demonstrate correct use of standard reference tools and methods, and of primary and secondary sources and providing proper documentation of sources. Students will construct persuasive arguments based on careful analysis and deliberation (Goal for Department of English 3; Touchstone Program Goals One and Three).

6. Students will critically analyze and interpret written and non-written texts (e.g. TV, film, and oral presentations) and demonstrate their ability to present coherent, defensible critical positions based on their analyses (Goal for Department of English 4; Touchstone Program Goals One, Three, and Six).

7.  Students will demonstrate their ability to use technology in the study of language, literature, and communication by demonstrating effective use of existing technologies to research, prepare, and present information (Goal for Department of English 5; Touchstone Program Goals One and Three).
Student Goals in the Touchstone Program Related to the Humanities & Arts Perspective
1.0 To communicate effectively in standard English. 
3.0 To use critical thinking, problem-solving skills and a variety of research methods. 
4.0 To recognize and appreciate human diversity (both past and present) as well as the diversity of ideas, institutions, 
philosophies, moral codes and ethical principles. 
6.0 To understand aesthetic values, the creative process, and the interconnectedness of the literary, visual, and 
performing arts throughout the history of civilization. 
7.0 To examine values, attitudes, beliefs, and habits which define the nature and quality of life.
Learning Objectives Related to the Humanities & Arts Perspective (HLOs) 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of and appreciation for diverse intellectual and/or cultural viewpoints. 
2. Critically evaluate diverse intellectual and/or cultural viewpoints. 
3. Critically evaluate aesthetic process and/or experience. 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of creative process and aesthetic values. 
5. Engage in the creative process through composition and/or performance. 
6. Demonstrate knowledge of the history of the arts. 
7. Demonstrate understanding of the relationships among various art forms within their sociohistorical contexts. 
8. Demonstrate knowledge of and appreciation for diverse values and beliefs. 
9. Critically evaluate those values and beliefs. 
10. Examine their own values and beliefs. 
11. Critically evaluate material in a variety of formats (e.g., written, aural, visual, etc.). 
12. Gather information and to develop and effectively communicate ideas in Standard English. 
13. Conduct independent research and/or analysis. 
14. Discriminate among information sources (e.g., print sources, visual media, internet sources, performances and exhibitions, interviews, etc.).
Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1.  Construct an evolving and fluid definition of the novel (HLOs 1-11).

2.  Articulate an appreciation for the impact of diverse historical periods, cultures, and genders on the development of the novel (HLOs 1-11).

3.  Forge relationships among a variety of expressions in the genre (HLOs 1-11). 

4.  Recognize, distinguish among, and define various characteristics of the novel such as plot and narration and discuss and write about these various aspects of the genre (HLOs 1-12). 

5.  Use basic terminology and thematic approaches in reading, writing, and discussion and to express critical ideas in a cogent manner (HLOs 1-12).

6.  Create search strategies through the use of Dacus Library’s online catalogue and electronic databases (HLOs 11-14).

7.  Use appropriate supporting source materials in scholarly research; to demonstrate control of appropriate MLA documentation and citation (HLOs 11-14).
The global learning components of this course include the following: a comparison of texts by American and British authors, a survey of changes in a genre over an historical period, multiple analyses of diverse historical periods, cultures, races, and genders.
Course Requirements:

This class is reading intensive. However, I do believe the reading is manageable, especially if you can train yourself to read a little bit each night, instead of trying to cram each day’s homework into one reading session. I also hope you will love the reading selections; I know I do! Over the course of the semester, you will write eight one-page response papers, one short essay (3-4 pages), and one longer essay (8-10 pages). You also will be asked to complete 2 exams (both with writing components). Finally, your grade will also take into account how consistently you pass quizzes on your reading homework.  

8 Reading Responses





24% 
Short Essay






11%

Research Paper





20%

Midterm Exam





15%
Final Exam






20%
Daily Quiz Grade and Class Participation


10%
Notes on Reading Responses: Students may turn in Reading Responses when inspired to do so, although at least four of the eight must be turned in before the midterm. These one page responses should be based on the assigned reading and may involve specific character analyses, descriptions of setting, narrative, voice, or style (or some other aspect of the novel as a genre), a comparison to a previously studied work, a reaction to or summary of an outside critical response (perhaps included in your text), or a discussion of research you have conducted a) on the author of the piece or b) on the time and place in which it was written.
Notes on Papers: Your short essay will be a 3-4 page essay. In it, you will do a “close reading” of a passage from one of our fictional texts. (Details will follow later in the term.) Your longer essay will be an 8-10 page critical study of some topic in one of the assigned texts that is supported by outside, scholarly critical readings.  You should follow MLA guidelines and “The Correct Use of Documentation” for documentation and Works Cited. (Details will follow later in the term.)
Grading Standards

Numerically, grades are as follows:

93-100

A



73-76


C

90-92

A-



70-72


C-

87-89

B+



67-69


D+





83-86

B



63-66


D
80-82

B-



60-62


D-
77-79

C+



59 and below 

F

Instructor Accessibility

You can expect me to be available as a resource from which to draw and to obtain feedback. I am very responsive to email questions as long as I know who the email is from and have all information necessary to provide a complete answer. Please be sure to “sign” your emails as oftentimes email names are confusing at best (e.g., brownb1@winthrop.edu could be Bob Brown or Beth Brown). Please make sure to speak slowly and comprehensibly if leaving a voicemail so that I can decipher the name, message, and return phone number as well. 

What you cannot expect of me is to be available 24/7. While I do check my email and voicemail regularly, including weekends (if I am in town), I do not necessarily check them more than once a day or late in the evenings. Please plan your time accordingly to maximize the probability that you will receive a response in time for it to be useful.

Plagiarism Policy

All work in this class that uses outside sources must be documented correctly in the MLA documentation style. Please review the English Department’s policy on Using Borrowed Information at http://www.winthrop.edu/english/plagiarism.htm. You are responsible for reviewing the Code of Student Conduct in your Student Handbook and the description of plagiarism in The Prentice-Hall Reference Guide to Grammar and Usage and handling source materials correctly. If you turn in plagiarized work, I reserve the right to assign you a failing grade for the course. The University Policy on Plagiarism is explained at http://www2.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/handbook/studenthandbook.pdf under section V, page 37, under “Academic Misconduct.”

We will be using www.turnitin.com this semester; papers not submitted to www.turnitin.com will not be graded. Be sure to sign up soon! 

Attendance Policy

Winthrop policy is that students who miss more than 25% of the classes in a semester cannot receive credit for the course. 

Late Paper/ Assignment Policies

Every day an assignment is late (including weekend days) is five points off the final grade. Daily writing assignments may be turned in early, but not late, unless you have an amazing excuse.

Accommodations

Winthrop University is dedicated to providing access to education.  If you have a disability and require specific accommodations to complete this course, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 323-3290.  Once you have your official notice of accommodations from the Office of Disability Services, please inform me as early as possible in the semester.
Academic Success Center (ASC):  

Winthrop’s Academic Success Center is a free resource for all undergraduate students seeking to perform their best academically.  The ASC offers a variety of personalized and structured resources that help students become effective and efficient learners. The services available to students are as follows: peer tutoring, academic skill development (test taking strategies, time management counseling, and study techniques), group and individual study spaces, and academic coaching.  The ASC is located in University College on the first floor of Dinkins Hall, Suite 106.  Please contact the ASC at 803-323-3929 or success@winthrop.edu.  For more information on ASC services, please visit www.winthrop.edu/success.

Technology Requirements

I conduct most of my business with students using e-mail. If you do not have an e-mail account, go to 15 Tillman immediately to set it up. All class e-mail will be sent to your campus e-mail address, so make sure you set it to forward to any off-campus account you use (e.g. Comporium, AOL, Yahoo!, etc.) You must have a working Winthrop POBox e-mail address by the third day of class. All students must subscribe to the class listserve.

Syllabus Change Policy

You will be notified by email if the syllabus or schedule needs to be changed. Please read all emails from me so as to be aware of any potential changes. You can find the syllabus and additional course materials on my website: http://faculty.winthrop.edu/cothranc
Class Schedule:

Note: assignments are due on the days next to which they appear.

	Date
	In-Class
	Homework

	Tuesday

January 10


	Introduction: Review Syllabus


	

	Thursday

January 12
	The Woman in White
	The Woman in White: 47-190 (Beginning through “No. 9: Gilmore’s Narrative Concluded”)

	Tuesday

January 17


	Count Fosco
	The Woman In White: 190-353 (“No. 10: Marion Halcombe” through “No. 22: Miss Halcombe’s Narrative Concluded”)

	Thursday

January 19


	Sense and Madness
	The Woman in White: 353-503 (“Frederick Fairlie” through “No. 33”)

	Tuesday

January 24

(Last day to change S/U options)
	Happy Endings
	The Woman in White: 503-617 (“No. 34 Part the Second, Hartright’s Narrative” through THE END)


	Thursday

January 26


	Introducing Sherlock Holmes
	A Study in Scarlet (1-48)

	Tuesday

January 31


	Crazy Americans
	A Study in Scarlet (finish book)

	Thursday

February 2


	The Heart of London
	The Sign of the Four (93-120)

	Tuesday

February 7
	Greed and Revenge
	The Sign of the Four (finish book)


	Thursday

February 9
	Poisons and Drugs
	The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1-128 [Chapter 10])

	Tuesday

February 14
	Tricky Authors
	The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (finish book)


	Thursday

February 16
	A Host of Suspects
	Murder on the Orient Express (1-88 [Part One])


	Tuesday

February 21


	The Heart of the Detective
	Murder on the Orient Express (finish book)

	Thursday

February 23


	Detective Sam Spade
	The Maltese Falcon

	Tuesday

February 28


	The Dark City
	The Big Sleep

	Thursday

March 1


	Love and Murder
	Dial M for Murder

	Tuesday 

March 6


	Fatal Attractions
	The Postman Always Rings Twice

	Thursday

March 8


	MIDTERM EXAM
	

	Tuesday

March 13


	SPRING BREAK
	

	Thursday

March 15


	SPRING BREAK
	

	Tuesday

March 20


	SHORT PAPER DUE
	

	Thursday

March 22


	The Science Lab
	Death of an Expert Witness (1-174, Books One and Two)


	Tuesday

March 27


	Exhuming Secrets
	Death of an Expert Witness (177-318, Books Three and Four)

	Thursday

March 29


	No Class: 

Begin Research for 

Final Paper
	

	Tuesday

April 3


	British and American Authors
	Finish Death of an Expert Witness
Begin Skinwalkers

	Thursday

April 5


	Ritual, Witchcraft, and Blood
	Skinwalkers (read through 165, Chapter 13)

	Tuesday

April 10
	Human Evil and Supernatural Evil

	Skinwalkers (finish book)

	Thursday

April 12


	Humor and Death
	Bimbos of the Death Sun (1-96, Chapter 8)

	Tuesday

April 17


	Dungeons and Dragons
	Bimbos of the Death Sun (finish book)

	Thursday

April 19
	RESEARCH PAPER DUE
In Class: Exam Review
	

	Friday

April 25

	FINAL EXAM

11:30 am- 2:00 pm


	


