Kara Beasley

CRTW 202 027
SPRING 2012

Note: All assignments are due in class on the days next to which they appear in the schedule. Thinking Journal Assignments must be completed and submitted to Turnitin before the class period on the assigned due date. 
	
	
	Introduction to the Course and Course Policies


	T
	Jan. 10
	Note: Read all assigned texts carefully, annotating your texts. Complete all assigned exercises in your Thinking Journal and submit to Turnitin. 

	
	
	What is Critical Thinking? Critical Reading Strategies

	R
	Jan. 12
	Read LTTT, “To the Student,” pp. xxiv –xxvi, Chp. 1, pp. 1 – 16. Print and read “How to Read Critically” handout, website. 

Thinking Journal One Due: LTTT, Ex. 1.1, pg. 40.

	F
	Jan. 13
	Last day to add/drop a class

	
	
	Impediments to Critical Thinking

	T
	Jan. 17
	 Read LTTT, pp. 16 – 25. Read “This is Water,’ website. Watch and discuss Metro video in class.

	R
	Jan. 19
	Read and discuss “Pearls Before Breakfast,” Washington Post, website. 

Thinking Journal Two Due: LTTT, Ex. 1.23, p. 45. Discuss journal responses in class.

	
	
	Some Critical Thinking Strategies: SEE-I

	T
	Jan. 24
	Last day to elect S/U option

 Read LTTT, pp. 26 – 40. Read and discuss “Prisoners of the Wired World,” website. 

In-Class Group Activity: Write a SEE-I for “Critical Thinking.”

	
	
	The Elements of Reasoning

	R
	Jan. 26
	Read LTTI, pp. 47 – 78. Read “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” website.

	T
	Jan. 31
	Continue to Discuss the Elements of Reasoning. In-Class PowerPoint Activity Analyzing Elements. 

Thinking Journal Three Due: LTTT, Ex. 2.6, a and b, p. 80.

	
	
	The Standards of Critical Thinking

	R
	Feb. 2
	Read LTTT, pp. 133 – 155. 

Thinking Journal Four Due: LTTT, Question 1, Tell Your Story, p. 162. 

	
	
	The Standards of Critical Thinking; Logical Fallacies

	T
	Feb. 7
	Read LTTT, pp. 155 – 162. Logical Fallacy Handouts provided in class. 

In-Class Group Activity: Analysis of Vidal Editorial. 

Essay One Due in Class: FBIs

	
	
	Critical Thinking Within the Disciplines

	R
	Feb. 9
	Read LTTT, Chp. 3, pp. 86 – 100. Bring a textbook from your major field with you to class. 

Thinking Journal Five Due: LTTT, Question 1, Tell Your Story, p. 125.

	
	
	Fundamental and Powerful Concepts

	T
	Feb. 14
	Read LTTT, Chp. 3, pp. 101 – 125. 

In-Class Group Activity: LTTT, Ex. 3.17, p.130.

	
	
	Our Posthuman Future

	R
	Feb. 16
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 1. In-Class Discussion of Elements and Argument in Chp. 1, “A Tale of Two Dystopias.” 

Due in Class: Three written discussion questions on the chapter. Bring with you three genuine questions you have about Fukuyama’s claims, statements, evidence, or conclusions in chapter one.

	T
	Feb. 21
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 2, “Sciences of the Brain.” 

Chapter Two Group Presentation and Discussion.

	R
	Feb. 23
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 3, “Neuropharmacology and the Control of Behavior.” 

Chapter Three Group Presentation and Discussion.

	T
	Feb. 28
	Midterm grades due this week

Read Fukuyama, Chp. 4, “The Prolongation of Life.” 

Chapter Four Group Presentation and Discussion.

	R
	March 1
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 5, “Genetic Engineering.”  

Chapter Five Group Presentation and Discussion.

	T
	March 6
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 6, “Why We Should Worry.” 

Chapter Six Group Presentation and Discussion.

	W
	March 7
	Last day to withdraw or rescind S/U option. 

	R
	March 8
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 7, “Human Rights.” 

In-Class Group Activity: SEE-I on concept of “human rights.”

	T
	March 13
	Spring Break

	R
	March 15
	Spring Break

	T
	March 20
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 8, “Human Nature.” 

Due in Class: Bring with you to class one current news article that is relevant to the chapter (on genetics, human nature, animal rights, etc.). 
Essay Three Due in Class: Analysis Incorporating the Elements. 

	W
	March 21
	Advising begins

	R
	March 22
	Read Fukuyama, Chp. 9, “Human Dignity.” 

In-Class Group Discussion – concepts and implications – “human dignity.”

	T
	March 27
	Read Fukuyama, Part Three, Chapters 10, 11, and 12, pgs. 181 - 203. Conclusions, Solutions, Implications. 

In-Class Discussion: Where have we gone in biotech in the last ten years? Where are we now? Do you agree with Fukuyama’s conclusions and proposals? 

Due in Class: Bring with you to class one copy of a current news story that is relevant to Fukuyama’s concerns (genetic testing, genetic engineering, bio-tech, GMOs, etc.).

	
	
	The Core Process of Critical Thinking; Character Traits of the Critical Thinker

	R
	March 29
	Read LTTT, Chp. 5, pgs. 168 – 175. 

Thinking Journal Six Due: LTTT, Ex. 5.1, a or b, p. 198. “Go Around the Circle” in your specific discipline or major field. For instance, specify the central question(s) at issue, conclusions, types of evidence, etc., in your major field. 

	
	
	Generating Critical Thinking Questions; Multiple-System Questions

	T
	April 3
	Read LTTT, Chp. 5, pgs. 176 – 190. 

Thinking Journal Seven Due: LTTT, ex. 5.23, p. 203.

	W
	April 4
	Registration begins

	
	
	Critical Writing/ Putting it All Together – Evaluating Using the Standards; MLA Instruction

	R
	April 5
	Read LTTT, Chp. 5, pgs. 190 – 197. In-Class Instruction on Writing a Classical Argument.

In-Class Discussion of MLA Documentation Format; In-Class Discussion of TJ 8. 

Thinking Journal Eight Due: Provide an analysis of any cultural event you have attended this semester using the Standards. Analyze and evaluate the event by applying the Standards. Be prepared to discuss your journal entry in class.

	
	
	Research Paper Conferences

	T
	April 10
	No Class. Students must attend one mandatory research paper conference. 

Due at Research Paper Conference: Annotated Bibliography. 

	R
	April 12
	No Class. Students must attend one mandatory research paper conference. 

Due at Research Paper Conference: Annotated Bibliography.

	
	
	Gattaca

	T
	April 17
	In-Class Viewing of Gattaca

	R
	April 19
	In-Class Viewing of Gattaca. Discussion of Final Exam Essay Assignment. 

Essay Four Due in Class: Research Paper and Self-Analysis.

	M
	April 23
	Last day of classes

	T
	April 24
	Study day

	W
	April 25
	Final Exam at 8:00 am

Final exam schedule available on Records & Registration webpage: http://www.winthrop.edu/uploadedFiles/recandreg/Calendars/Exams.pdf 


